An analysis of likes and dislikes for history and geography of 3360 sixth grade children by Stacey, Grace R. et al.
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1951
An analysis of likes and dislikes for
history and geography of 3360
sixth grade children
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/5955
Boston University
i~ •·r· l : •) \..:· ·, . l 
' · 
;':: .#~;;"J;• . 
"7· ·~ ..:. • 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Thesis 
AN ANALYSIS OF LIKES AND DISLIKES FOR HISTORY AND 
GEOGRAPHY OF 3360 SIXTH GRADE CHILDREN 
Submitted as a group project by 
Grace R. Stacey 
(B. S, in Ed., Salem Teachers College, 1942) 
Edmund R. Corbett 
(B. S., Boston College, 1942; M. A., Boston University, 1947) 
Frances M. Hatch 
(B. S. in Ed., Boston Teachers College, 1947) 
George A. Hunt 
(Th. B., Gordon College, 1934) 
Linwood W. Gatley 
(B. s.' Springfield College, 1939) 
Thomas J. Mansour 
(A. B.' St. Anselm's College, 1950) 
Paul E. Paradise 
(B. s.' Boston University, 1950) 
John M. Shaw III 
(B. s.' Boston University, 1949) 
Deborah E. Stone 
(B. Ed., Plymouth Teachers College, 1940) 
Doris A. Tucker 
(B. S. in Ed., Boston University, 1928) 
In Partial Fulfillment 
of the Requirements for the Degree 
Master of Education 
June 1951 
· .. 
First Reader: W. Linwood Chase, Professor of Education 
Second Reader: George W. Denemark, Assistant Professor of Education 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Chapter 
I. INTRODUCTION 
II. REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
III. PROCEDURE 
IV. ANALYSIS OF DATA 
. . . . 
V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS • 
BIBLIOGRAPHY • • • . • • . 
. . 
. . . . . 
. . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . 
Page 
1 
4 
13 
21 
59 
67 
Table 
• I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 
VI. 
VIL 
VIII. 
IX. 
x. 
XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 
XIV, 
XV. 
XVI. 
LIST OF TABLES 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITm1S LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 3298 
BOYS AND GIRLS • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • 23 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1649 BOYS. 26 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1649 GIRLS 29 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS LIKED BY 1649 BOYS AND 1649 
GIRlS . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • •. • . • • • • 32 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS DISLIKED BY 1649 BOYS AND 
164 9 G IRIS • . . . • . • .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 3 5 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEV~ LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 3360 
BOYS AND GIRLS • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • . ,_ • • 3 8 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEV~ LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1678 
BOYS • • • • •. • .. • • • • ... • • • • • • • • . • • • • • hl 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1682 
GIRLS . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS LIKED BY 1678 BOYS AND 1682 
GIRI.S . . . • • • .• . . • • . • . • . . • . ~ . . . . . • . . 4 7 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS DISLIKED BY 1678 BOYS AND 1682 
GIRI.S • ,. • . . . • • • . • . • . . . . .. •. •. • • . • • • , 50 
COMPARISON OF LIKES OF BOYS AND GIRLS WHEN CHECKLIST ITEV~ 
IN HISTORY ARE CLASSIFIED AS CONTENT, METHOD OR ACTIVITY • • 55 
COMPARISON OF LIKES OF BOYS AND GIRLS WHEN CHECKLIST ITEMS 
IN GEDGRAPHY ARE CLASSIFIED AS CONTENT, METHOD OR ACTIVITY , 56 
PER CENT OF 3298 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS WHO HAVE NEVER 
PARTICIPATED IN CERTAIN HISTORY ACTIVITIES •• _ , • • • . • • 56 
PER CENT OF 3360 SI.XI'H GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS WHO HAVE NEVER 
PARTICIPATED IN CERTAIN GEOGRAPHY ACTIVITIES • • • • • • • • 57 
PER CENT OF 3298 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS WHO HAVE PUPIL 
OBSTACLES IN HISTORY • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 58 
PER CENT OF 3360 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS WHO HAVE PUPIL 
OBSTACLES IN GEOGRAPHY • • • • • • • • • • . , . • . • • • 58 
LIST OF FIGURES 
Figure 
1. DIRECTION SHEET ' . . . . . . . . . 
2, WORKING WITH HISTORY MATERIALS . , . , • 
3. WORKING WITH GEOGRAPHY MATERIALS 
Page 
.. 17 
• • • • • 18 
. • 19 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
No single area in the elementary school curriculum contributes so 
much to one's background for competent citizenship as the social studies. 
Michaelis1 in his Social Studies for .Children in a Democracy says: 
Democracy is an effective way of living based upon fundamental 
and lasting ideals. Concern for others, self-direction, critical 
thinking, cooperative group action, self-respect, acceptance of 
responsibility, and freedom of expression are key ingredients in 
democratic relationships. All of these are significant in daily 
living and are the birthright of America's children. 
Yet in our American schools at large, children infrequently give 
social studies first place when questioned as to their preferences among 
school subjects. 
According to Blanchard2 only 3.89 per cent of 13,483 fifth-grade chil-
dren studied rated the social studies as their first, second, or third 
choice in likes. Therefore, it is the purpose of this research to deter-
mine what reasons sixth-grade children give for liking and disliking his-
tory and geography. 
One wonders why children feel as they do about social studies. Is 
it because they lack power over the social studies as compared to other 
subject matter areas, such as arithmetic? Is it because there is greater 
parental pressure for success in other areas? Is it because the long-
term results of social studies are not immediately evident? Is it Le-
cause the teaching methods are poor, the subject matter content uninterest-
ing, the obstacles of pupils great, the activities lacking in appeal? 
Teaching methods may be one of the important factors leading to 
1 John U. :Hichaelis, Social Studies for Children in a Democracy (New York: 
Prentice Hall, Inc., 1950), p. 31. 
2 Helen C. Blanchard, "Subject Preferences in the Fifth Grade," (unpub-
lished Masterts thesis, Boston University, Boston, 1948). 
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dislikes in the social studies. According to Wesley,3 
The quality of instruction i-s the determinative factor :i_n any 
social studies program. Course of study, reading materials, eq'lip-
ment, and attractive rooms are imPortant .; good supervision and ad-
ministration contribute to the success of instruction; an apprecia-
tive corrrrnunity and stirring events facilitate the 1-mrk of the school; 
but all these factors are ineffectual unless there is a good teacher 
in the classraom. 
It is also the opinion of Wesley4 that, 
The problem of selection is not merely one of finding suitable 
materials the mastery of which leads to the achievement of the ob-
jectives. That result could rather assuredly be achieved through a 
great variety of available content. The critical, the limiting 
factor is the immaturity and inexperience of children; therefore, 
the materials must appeal to them and be within their grasp; other-
wise the content is va.lueless. to them, no matter how fundamental it 
may be for society. 
Pupil obstacles may also be a factor contributing to the dislike of 
the social studies. Lee and Lee5 state, 
The emotional state of the pupil may exert an inhibitory effect. 
If the child has an active dislike for any part of the situation, 
the teacher, the group, the material to be worked with; or if there 
is f ear, as f ear of failure or ridicule, of punishment, or any other 
disturbing emotion, it will interfere with learning. Repeated fail-
ure to succeed at the work he is trying to accomplish may be suffi-
ciently discouraging and emotionally disturbing to cut down efficiency 
of learning. 
Lee and Lee6 P...lso say, 
Another way in which the school creates fears and anxieties is 
by presenting concepts which are beyond the interest and understand-
ing of children. The conventional history and geography books con-
tain much that is almost meaningless to most children. 
4 Ibid., p. 135. 
5 J. Murray Lee and Doris Hay Lee, The Child and His Curriculum (Ne>v York: 
Aopleton Century Crofts, Inc., 1950), p. 171. 
6 Ibid., p. 70. 
3. 
Educators are now aware that there must be an enriched progr am with 
an abundance of activities to broaden the concepts of children . Michaelis? 
states that, 
Materials of instruction are vital components of learning ex-
periences in the soci al studies. The social learnings r esultant 
from the child's interaction with his environment are limited to a 
l~rge degree by the materials with which he interacts. A dull, 
drab environment devoid of adequate materials offers very limited 
experiences as compared with one in which a variety of carefully 
selected instructional resources are used. 
A study to determine whether the likes and dislikes of children are 
in the area of teacher method, content, pupil obstacles or activities may 
reveal some pertinent information. 
7 Michaelis, _QE. cit., p. 201. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
For a number of years investigati ons have been conducted relating to 
children's interests and subject preferences. More recently some research 
has been done to find children's preferences for certain school activities. 
In 1931 Fryer1 reported a comparative study of German, Swedish and 
American children in which it was found that while history ranked first 
in the preference of German and Swedish chiidren, it ranked third with 
American children. ~e states that Terman made an investigation of forty-
five school activities with boys and girls of eleven to thirteen years of 
age in California finding that history ranked considerably lower on the 
girls' list of preferences than it did for the boys. 
The same trend was evidenced in a study reported by Sheldon2 con-
ducted in Arizona in grades four through eight. While boys placed history 
third and geogranhy sixth in their preferences, girls placed history ninth 
and geography t enth in a list of twelve subjects. 
In 1935 Frutchey3 collected data on evidences of children's prefer-
ences for free time activites and for motion pictures. 
A survey of the topics in children's conversation was made by 
1 Douglas Fryer, Measurement of Inter ests in Relation to Human Ad,justment 
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1931), pp. 338-339. 
2 Donald Sheldon, "Children's Interests," Elementary School Journal, 33:5, 
November, 1932. 
3 F. P. Frutchey, "Collecting Evidences of Children's Preferences," Edu-
cational Research Bulletin, 14:173-178, October, 1935. ---
F. P. Frutchey, "Heasuring Motion Picture Pref er ence," Educational 
Res earch Bulletin, 14:66-74, March, 1935. 
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Dawson4 who found that children's own active e:~eriences were more 0ften 
discussed than passive listening activities. 
Harp-er5 reported in 1937 that a questionnaire was presented to fiftee':'l 
hundred seYenth and eighth grade children in the Midwest to find the reason 
why they disliked history. Of the children questioned 72 per cent placed 
history among their disliked subjects and 47 per cent placed history first 
among their dislikes. This investigation showed that the reasons for dis-
liking history were: (1) too much memorization; (2) lack of continuity in 
the material; (3) dull and uninteresting subject matter; (4) uselessness 
of the subject. 
In the same year Holmes6 reported on a questionnaire submitted to 
find what subject children liked best and what they liked least in one 
Colorado school. Social science ranked in .from third to sixth place in 
answer to what subject was liked best and received the most votes in answer 
to what subject was liked least. The results indicated that the children's 
dislike was prompted first by a lack of power over the material presented, 
and second by a. lack of interest in the subject matter content. 
Lane? made an investigation in 1940-41 of the likes and dislikes of 
19,000 children in grades three to six inclusive asking them to name their 
4 Mildred A. Dawson, 11 Children1 s Preferences for Conversational Topics," 
Elementary School Journal, 37:429-437, February, 1937. 
5 Charles A. Harper, "Why Do Children Dislike History?" Social Education, 
1:492-494, October, 1937. 
6 Ethel E. Holmes, "School Subjects Preferred by Children," Sixteenth Year-
book of the De artment of Elementar School Princi als (Washington, D.C.: 
National Education Association, 1937 . 
7 Robert Hill Lane, The Principal in the Modern Elementary School (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1944), pp. 270-2??. 
6. 
best liked and least liked subject. Social studies did not rank amcng the 
four most popular subjects. It was concluded that children like best those 
subjects over which they have considerable power, such as arithmetic and 
reading, and that social studies, which should have stimulated great in-
terest, was actively disliked. 
In a school in which special subjects were taught by special teachers 
Gardnerg asked children to list subjects in order of their preference. 
Social science ranked eleventh in a list of twelve subjects. When asked 
what school subjects they would like to discontinue, social science ranked 
third. 
In 1942 Jackson9 attempted to find children's interests in their so-
:cial studies classes. This indicated that listening activities were most 
popular, being slightly more so with girls than with boys. Oral activi-
ties, closely followed by written activities, were the least popular. 
Research was done by Wallenthin10 to find the preferences of children 
for certain types of written activities in the social studies. It was 
found that children most preferred to prepare written reports in small 
groups. 
In the fifth grade preference study carried on at Boston University, 
8 Gale Gardner, "A Study of Children's Interests," The Tennessee Teacher, 
May, 1941, p. 30. 
9 Margaret Jackson, 11Children 1 s Interests in Their Social Studies 
Classes- Grade Seven," (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston Univer-
sity, Boston, 1942). 
10 Doris V. Wallenthin, 11 Pr~f~rence of Fifth and Sixth Grade Pupils in 
Written Activities of the Social Studies," (unpublished Master's 
thesis, Boston University, Boston, 1945). 
.. 
7. 
four of the investigators11 found that there is a definite se~ difference 
in preference for social studies. Boys prefer the subject over girls; 
still it does not rate too favorably. 
Another phase of the same study was an attempt to find pupils: sub-
ject preferences in relation to their teachers' preferences. 'l'his inves-
tigator12 concluded that the greater number of 12,999 pupils involved pre-
r'erred the t~~-:~.me su"i:)ject that their teachers preferred. Boys had a t end-
ency to prefer the subject their teachers preferred more than girls. 
Wolffer13 made an investigation to find the techniques and practices 
used in ten classrooms where both children and teachers had a preference 
for social studies. These he termed high-rated classrooms. He compared 
the so designated classrooms with ten in which the children did not pre-
fer social studies, yet it was the teachers' preference. These he termed 
low-rated classrooms. The results indicated that the use or non-use of 
certain techniques influenced the children's preferences. 
11 Ado Comrr.ito, 11 Preferences for Content Skills and Aesthetic Subjects in 
Five Communities, 11 (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston University, 
Boston, 194B). 
12 
Katherine Kinsley, "Children 1 s Evaluation of the Difficulty of Well-
Liked School Subjects," (unpublished Masterts thesis, Boston Univer-
sity, Boston, 194B). 
Eleanor M. Skahill, "Analysis of Sex Differences in Fifth Grade Chil-
dren's Preferences for School Subjects," (unpublished Master's thesis, 
Boston University, Boston, 194B). 
Esther M. Sullivan, "Children's Evaluation of the Difficulty of Dis-
liked School Subjects, 11 (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston Univer-
sity, Boston, 1948). 
Helen M. Sprague, "An Analysis of Fifth Grade Pupils' Preferences in 
Relation to Their Teachers' Preferences," (unpublished Master's thesis, 
Boston University, Boston, 194B). 
l3 William A. Wolffer, "Techniques and Practices in Twenty Social Studies 
Classes," (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston University, Boston, 
194B). 
s. 
The preference study done by Blanchard14 involving 13,483 fift~ grade 
children found that only 3.89 per cent of them made social studies a first., 
second or third choice. In a table from that study showing first choices 
only, it may be noted that social studies ranks in fourth place. It is 
outranked by reading, art and arithmetic with only 9.48 per cent making 
social studies a first choice as compared with 22.70 per cent for reading, 
22.24 per cent for arithmetic, and 17.72 per cent for art. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
RANK ORDER OF PREFERENCES, FIRST CHOICES ONLYi 
OF 13,483 FIFTH-GRADE CHILDREN IN NEW ENGLAND 5 
No. of 
Boys and Girls Choices Per Cent 
Reading 3,060 22.70 
Arithmetic 2,998 22.24 
Art 2,389 17.72 
Social Studies 1,268 9.40 
Spelling 1,268 9.40 
MUsic 1,241 9.20 
Science 609 4.52 
Health Education 316 2.34 
Penmanship 258 1.92 
Language 76 0.56 
Total 13,483 100.00 
In a recent book by Jersild and Tasch16 a report is made of an inves-
tigation made in Springfield, Missouri, in which it was found that children 
had an unfavorable attitude toward the social studies and yet those things 
about which they wished to learn more came in this category. In one 
14 Helen c. Blanchard, "Subject Preferences in the Fifth Grade," (unpub-
lished Master's thesis, Boston University, Boston, 1948). 
l5 Ibid., p. 89. 
16 Arthur T. Jersild and Ruth J. Tasch, Children's Interests and What 
They Suggest for Education (New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, 1949). 
9. 
school population 22 per cent of the children mentioned social studies as 
the subject they disliked most, 30 per cent mentioned topics under this 
heading in stating what they would like to learn more about, and by only 
5 per cent was it mentioned as what they liked best. A portion of three 
tables from this study as shown below give evidence that although social 
studies has its greatest popularity in the middle grades, it is most ac-
t ively disliked at this level, and yet it holds first place among the 
things about which children wish to know more. 
WHA'I' I LIKE BEST IN SCHOOL l7 
The values represent the percentages of children giving one 
or more responses in each category. 
Category 
Ntunber 
Areas of study, subject 
matter 
Numbers, arithmetic, 
mathematics 
Spelling 
English usage, writing, 
reading, library 
Nature study, natural 
science 
Health 
Local and world affairs, 
social studies 
Miscellaneous 
Grades 
1-3 
Ages 
6-9 
694 
68.2 
24.4 
9.0 
34.0 
.7 
0 
1.0 
.1 
Grades 
4-6 
Ages 
9-12 
652 
73.0 
25.2 
20.0 
23.5 
3.7 
.3 
9.9 
0 
l7 Ibid., adapted from Table V, pp. 138-140. 
Grades Grades 
7-9 10-12 
Ages Ages 
12-15 15-18 
572 330 
52.3 43.4 
21.6 11.4 
4.8 0 
15.2 19.6 
7.6 14.7 
.4 0 
8.5 7.4 
6.4 1.6 
WHAT I DISLIKE MOST AT SCHOOL18 
The values represent the percentages of children giving one 
or more responses in each category. 
Category 
Number 
Areas of study, subject 
matter 
Numbers, arithmetic, 
mathematics 
Spelling 
English usage, writing, 
reading, library 
Nature study, natural 
science 
Health 
Local and world affairs, 
social studies 
Miscellaneous 
Grades 
1-3 
Ages 
6-9 
694 
25.8 
8.8 
5.6 
10.6 
.2 
.2 
.3 
.4 
Grades 
4-6 
Ages 
9-12 
652 
49.8 
11.9 
8.2 
14.4 
2.1 
.5 
15.6 
0 
18 Ibid., adapted from Table VI, pp. 142-145. 
Grades 
7-9 
Ages 
12-15 
572 
51.9 
17.4 
1.6 
10.9 
7.9 
1.2 
13.8 
4.0 
Grades 
10-12 
Ages 
15-18 
330 
33.4 
6.6 
.5 
10.6 
5.0 
0 
14.1 
0 
lO . 
WHAT I 1 D LIKE TO J~RN MORE ABOUT AT SCHOOLl9 
The values represent the percentages of children giving one 
or more responses in each category. 
Category 
Nu:nber 
k(>eas of study, subject 
matter 
Numbers, arithmetic, 
mathematics 
Spelling 
English usage, writing, 
reading, library 
Nature study, natural 
science 
Health 
Local and world affairs, 
social studies 
Miscellaneous 
Grades 
1-3 
Ages 
6-9 
694 
S2.4 
27.7 
11.0 
27.S 
7.9 
0 
a.6 
.7 
Grades 
4-6 
Ages 
9-12 
652 
27.0 
S.5 
13.1 
12.4 
5.1 
2$.6 
.1 
Grades 
7-9 
Ages 
12-15 
572 
61.7 
19.S 
l.S 
15.7 
16.6 
.3 
15.4 
1.0 
RATING OF SOCIAL STUDIES AMONG SCHOOL SUBJECTS20 
Percentage 
of children 
Grades 4-6 responding 
WHAT I LIKE BEST 9.9 
WHAT I DISLIKE MOST 15.6 
WHAT I'D LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 2$.6 
l9 Ibid., adapted from Table VII, pp. 146-149. 
20 Ibid., adapted from Tables V, VI, VII, pp. 138-149. 
Grades 
10-12 
Ages 
15-18' 
330 
51.9 
12.9 
l.D 
15.9 
14.3 
4.0 
9.4 
.9 
11. 
12. 
Previous research has indicated that social studies is not gre~tly 
preferred. This investigation will attempt to find what aspects of this 
subject account for the likes and dislikes of children. 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
As it is the purpose of this study to investigate the likes and dis-
likes of children in history and geography, it was necessary to construct 
an i nstrument which would be adequate in determining these likes and dis-
likes • Various investigative techniques were discussed, and it was con-
.. el uded that a check list would be used as a basis for the study in order 
t o secure data pertinent to the ultimate objective. It was f elt that a 
check list would contribute evidence which would be practical, useful, 
and specific in determining opinions and preferences of children. 
According to authoritative sources, .. check lists have many advantages 
that other types of techniques do not have. 
The chief purpose of the check list is to call attention to 
various aspects of an object or a situation to see that nothing of 
importance is overlooked. It n~y be used to direct attention to 
var ious large aspects or to check against the complete~ess of de-
tails, according to the nature of the instrument used. 
Check lists are useful for discovering interests, preferences, 
prejudices and misconceptions.2 
They can be designed to appraise 3ooperation, discussion, and 
use of materials, skills and concepts. 
Items of data may be presented in such forms that persons may 
react to them readily. They direct attention toward significant 
1 C. V. Good, A. S. Barr, and D. E. Scates, The Methodology of Educational 
Research (New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1936), pp. 418-424. 
3 John U. Michaelis, Social Studies for Children in a Democrac (New 
York: Prentice-Hall, Incorporated, 1950 , p. 391. 
-13-
1.4. 
elements. Some of the major types of data collected by a check list 
are pupil activities and interests, materials and causes of pupil 
difficulties.4 
The Catherine Haggerty5 check lists for geography and for history 
were thoroughly appraised. The geography list contained thirty-six items 
and the history list contained forty-six items. For purpose of analysis 
the items were divided into four categories, namely: (1) books and content 
material; (2) methods; (3) activities, and (4) pupil obstacles. After 
careful consideration and analysis of this instrument, it was found to be 
lackL~g in many of the particular ideas which would be associated with 
this study. However, it was decided that these two lists would be used 
as a foundation upon which was to be constructed a new check list. Addi-
tions and adaptations were made so that all four categories would be taken 
adequately into consideration. Activities seemed to be lacking. Accord-
ing to Michaelis6 there are forty-four activities which might be used to 
imProve learning, and Wesley? suggests a varied list of twenty-seven 
types of activities. These two re.ferences were used to decide the major 
activity items that should be added to the revised list. Many of the 
activities suggested in the Michaelis8 list were comparable to those in 
the Wesley9list. It was not possible to include all these items, and 
4 D. Waples and R. W. Tyler, Research Methods and Teachers' Problems 
(New York: Macmillan Company, 1930), pp. 543-544. 
5 Catherine F. Haggerty, "Likes and Dislikes in the Social Studies," (un-
published Master's thesis, Boston University, Boston, 1951). 
6 Michaelis, ££· cit., p. 95. 
7wesleyandAdruns, ..QI2· cit., p. 173. 
8 Michaelis, loc. cit. 
9 Wesley and Adams, loc. cit. 
'•. 
15. 
many discussions arose as to th~ value, relevance and usefulness of each 
- in relation to the study. After the most imuortant items were added in 
all four categories, statement s were revised, reworded, eliminated, and 
various adaptations were made. The titles of the new check lists were 
11Working With Geography Materials" and 11Working With History Materials." 
Both check lists were given a preliminary trial. They were admin-
istered to twenty sixth-grade children varying in academic achievement 
and socio-economic standard. The purpose of the trial was to record 
their reactions and understandings. Their reactions and comments were 
ana],_yzed and as a result, revision took place once again~ A final check 
list was then ready for administration. 
The study involved selecting a population to resoond to the check 
list. It was planned to administer the check list to some five thousand 
sixth grade students in various parts of New Hampshire and Massachusetts. 
Letters of request were sent to superintendents of schools in various 
cities and towns asking their cooperation in this research study. Letters 
of approval were received from superintendents of Manchester and Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire; and Quincy, Plymouth, Helrose, Natick, Waltham, New Bed-
ford, Milton and Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The check list~ in most instances, were delivered to superintendents 
for delivery to their various schools. Each list was accompanied by a 
11 Teacher Direction Sheet." On this direction sheet was included a note 
to the teacher which stated that the purpose of the check list was to de-
termine pupil preference in geography and history. Teachers were en-
couraged to have pupils answer each statement according to their true 
feelings. They were also requested to clarify the meaning of any state-
16. 
ment not understood by the pupils. Teachers were told that there would 
be highly individual reactions to likes and dislikes in geography and his-
tory. On this sheet were four questions regarding areas covered in the 
subjects. These were to be answered by the teacher. 
l. 
2. 
3. 
' .t: .Y . 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
DIRECTIONS TO THE TEACHER 
Distribute these check lists to the children. 
Read together the pupil directions on the half sheet at the 
top of each sheet. 
Do sample items with the children. 
Allow sufficient time for everyone to finish. 
Have girls draw a circle around the word GIRL on the check list 
and boys draw a circle around the word BOY on the check list 
sheet. 
Have the children write in the name of the city or town in the 
space provided. 
Please answer the following questions. Place this sheet on 
top check lists and put a rubber band around them. 
a. Do you teach Geography and History as Social Studies? 
b. Do you teach Geography and History as separate subjects? 
c. What are the general areas covered for the year in History? 
d. What are the general areas covered for the year in Geography? 
Turn your papers in to your principal. 
The purpose of this study was to determine the actual personal likes 
and dislikes of children in regard to geography and history. It was 
expedient, therefore, to make certain that the children understood that 
they were to record their real feelings. The directions instructed the 
children to think about each question before answering. The teacher was 
directed to stress this aspect of the check list. 
17. 
The listed items on each sheet were to be checked in terms of "yes, 11 
"no," or 11 X. 11 The student was instructed to place a check mark in one 
of the three columns provided according to his sincere feelings. A 
check under "yes" signified, "Yes, I feel that way about the item; 11 a 
check under 11 no11 indicated, "No, I do not feel that way about the item;" 
and a check under 11 X11 indicated that the item involved something which 
had never been done. (See Fig. 1) 
Directions: 
Read each statement carefully and think how you really 
feel about it. If your answer is, "Yes, I feel that way," 
check the Yes column; if your answer is, "No, I don't feel 
that way," check the No column; and if it is something you 
have not done, put a check under the column marked !· 
Samples: 
1. 
2. 
Yes No X 
v 
1. I find this subject exciting, 
2. I enjoy taking a _trip to the 
Antarctic. 
Figure 1. 
18. 
WORKING WITH HISTORY MATERIALS 
Town or City ------------------------~------------- Boy Girl 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
i2. 
1'"' 
-.J. 
l h. 
l S. 
16. 
17. 
lS. 
19. 
20; 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
' 32. 
33. 
34. 
.35. 
36. 
37. 
3.8. 
39. 
40. 
Yes 
41. 
42.--
43. 44-~---
45. . 
46._ 
No 
-
- ·---
X 
1. I like stories of brave captains and people. 
2. It is interesting to study about the early explorers, 
settlers and colonists. 
3. I like to remember dates. 
4. It is fun to learn how things were discovered. 
5. The history books are hard to read. 
6. We spend teo much time on one thing. 
7. I like to learn about the things of today~ 
8. I like to write history reports. 
9. I like to read about the lives of famous people. 
10. Learning about inventions is enjoyable. 
11. Reading and studying about wars interests me. 
1?. I get poor marks in history. 
____ 13. + enjoy the pictures in my history book. 
14. History tests are fun. 
15. There is too much to remember in history. 
16. It is easy to find the answers .to questions in our 
history book. 
17. We read too much in history. 
18. There are too many history tests. 
19. I like to look for information for our history topics. 
___ 20. I like to learn how countries developed. 
21. Making trips to historic places is enjoyable. 
____ 22. Drawing history pictures interests me. 
_ 1 23. Answering the history questions at the end of the 
chapter is fun. 
24. It is fun to make things for our exhibits and 'bulletin 
board in history. 
25. I like to know about the people who lived 1ong ago. 
26. Writing history stories is pleasant. 
27. I like history quiz programs. 
28. The history stories the teacher reads are interesting. 
29. There is too much' work to cover in history. 
30. The extra books we read in history are interesting. 
31. I like the discussions after we read our history lesson. 
32. Making a history booklet is lots of fun. 
33. Keeping a news bulletin board is interesting. 
34. History is fun the way my teacher teaches it. 
35. Reading is hard for me, so I dislike history . 
36. I like the movies we have for history. 
---- 37. I like to use the table of contents in my history book. 
---- 38. I enjoy the filmstrips in history that my teacher shows us. 
39. I like to read history books. 
40. I like to act out history stories. 
41. I like to use the index in my history book. 
42. I like to make models of the things we study in history. 
43. I enjoy working on committees. 
44. Planning our work with the teacher is fun. 
45. I like to check my own progress in history. 
_ 46. Making a time line is fun. 
Figure 2. 
Town or City 
Yes No X 
1. 
-
--
2. 
3. ~ 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
-11. 
-
12. 
13. 
-14. 
-15. 
16. 
17. 
-18. 
-19. 
-
20. 
21. 
22. 
'"'~ 
.:::_ .. 
21 
...... 
25. 
26. 
-27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
19. 
WORKING WITH GEOGRAPHY MATERIALS 
Boy Girl 
1. I like to use maps. 
2. The movies about geography are very interesting . 
3. I like looking up information for geography topics. 
4. Our geography book is very interesting. 
5. Working in groups in geography is fun. 
6. Reading about far away places in geography interests me. 
7. I think it is easy to find places on a globe. 
8. I find the geography book hard to read. 
9. Preparing geography exhibits for other children to see 
is fun. 
10. I like to make geography reports to the class. 
11. It is very interesting to learn about people in other 
lands. 
12. Making a class booklet about countries is fun. 
13. I like to use the table of contents in my book. 
14. I get poor marks in geography. 
15. Drawing geography pictures is enjoyable. 
16. I like to make all kinds of maps. 
17. I find it hard to remember what I read in geography. 
18. Geography is boring, dull and uninteresting. 
19. I enjoy working on geography murals. (Large wall 
pictures) 
20. I like using the geogranhy workbook. 
21. I like to study about surface and climate. 
22. We study geography the same old way, week after week. 
23. I like to study about manufacturing and products. 
24. I like the geography lesson when I read it to myself. 
25. The pictures in my book give much information. 
26. Seeing filmstrips in geography interests me. 
27. Reading is hard for me, so I dislike geography. 
28. I enjoy the discussions after we study our geography 
lesson. 
29. We have too many geography tests. 
30. I like to use the index in my geography bo~k. 
31. Keeping a geography bulletin board is fun. 
32. I enjoy making charts and graphs. 
33. I learn a great deal on the trips the class takes. 
34. I like acting out the way people in other countries live. 
35. I enjoy talks by people who have visited other countries. 
36. Outlining helps me to understand geography. 
37. I enjoy planning geography activities. 
38. I enjoy reporting the news about the countries we study. 
39. Writing reports about geography is fun. 
40. The extra books we use are interesting. 
41. I like to use maps to find answers to questions or 
problems. 
Figure .3. 
20. 
When all check lists were completed in the various cities and towns, 
they were prepared for tabulation. The check lists were kept in a group 
accorc.ing to city or town, They were then divided into two groups accord-" 
ing to history lists and geography lists. They were further subdivided 
into groups of boys and girls. In the final break-down there were four 
groups for each city or town surveyed: boys' geography, boys' history, 
girls' geography, girls' history. Each paper was assigned a number. This 
number corresponded to the same number on the master chart for tabulation, 
On this chart was recorded all responses of all children on all items in 
each city or town in which the check list was administered. The results 
of the check lists were tabulated according to four categories, namely: 
(1) yes, (2) no, (3) something which had never been done, and (4) omis-
sions. A system of symbol~ was used for tabulation purposes. Chapter IV 
analyzes the data obtained. 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
A tabulation of the responses to the history and geogranhy check lists 
was made for each of the participants from ten cities and towns in Massa-
chusetts and New Hampshire. There was a total of 3298 history check 
lists and 3360 geography check lists. The individual check lists were 
analyzed according to likes, dislikes, items which students never had the 
opportunity to try, and omissions. The data resulting from this tabula-
tion were reoorded in table form showing responses by number and per cent. 
Since a significant difference statistically determines the trend of 
a group, the critical ratio of the difference of the percentages has been 
used as the most satisfactory instrument for analysis of data. To deter-
mine the significance of the difference between any two percentages, the 
formula for finding the critical ratio (CR), when the two percentages are 
expressed by P1 and P2 is: 
OR = pl p2 
SE Diff P 
1 p2 
The standard of error of a difference between two percentages is 
found by use of the formula: 
SE DIFF 
In reference to the critical ratio and its implication, Wert1 says, 
Whenever this ratio is unity, the chances are 68 in 100 that 
the difference is too great to be the result of sampling fluctua-
tions; whenever this ratio is two, the chances are 95 out. of 100 
1 James E. Wert, Educational Sta.tistics, (New York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 
Inc., 1938), p. 145. 
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that the difference is too great to be the result of sampling fluc-
tuations; and, whenever the ratio is three or more, it is a practi-
cal certainty that the difference is too great to be the result of 
sampling fluctuations~ 
The following tables show the difference betwee,n percentages of likes 
and dislikes of boys and girls as a group and boys Md girls separately, 
using the statistical tec~que of the critical ratio. 
23. 
TABLE I 
COHPARISON OF HISTORY ITEV.:S LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 3298 BOYS AND GIRlS 
Number Number % SE 
Respond- Number % SE Dis- Dis- Dis- % SE 
e Item ing Liking Likes Likes liking likes likes Diff Diff CR 
1 3251 2946 90.62 0. 6 305 9. 38 1.6 81.24 1.71 47. 51 
2 3274 3001 91.66 0. 6 273 8.34 1.6 83.32 1.71 48.73 
3 3141 1451 46.20 1.3 1690 53.80 1.2 7.60 1.77 4.29 
4 3266 3038 93.02. 0.6 228 6.98 1.7 86.04 1.80 47. 80 
5 3263 485 85.14 0. ? 2778 14.86 1.6 70.28 1. 75 40.16 
6 3257 711 21.83 1.6 2546 78.17L. 0.8 56.34 1. 79 31.47 
7 3227 2686 83.24 0.7 541 16.76 1.6 66 .48 1. 75 37.99 
8 3025 1473 48.69 1.3 1552 51.31 1.3 2.62 1.84 1.42 
9 3267 3021 92.47 0.6 246 7. 53 1.7 84.94 1.80 47.19 
.10 3185 2665 83.67 0.7 520 16.33 1.6 67.34 1. 75 38 .48 
11 3227 2477 76.76 0. 8 750 23. 24 1. 5 53 .52 1. 70 31.48 
12 3143 951 69.74 1.0 2192 30. 26 1.5 39 .48 1. 80 21. 93 
13 3258 2992 91.84 0.6 266 8.16 1.7 83 .66 1.80 46.48 
14 3221 1714 53 .21 1.2 1507 46.79 1. 3 6.42 1.77 3.63 
15 3260 1207 37.02 1.4 2053 62.98 1.1 25.96 1.78 14.58 
16 3233 2053 63.50 1.1 1180 36.50 1.4 27.00 1.78 15.17 
17 3237 491 15.17 1.6 2746 84.83 -:- 0.7 69.66 1.75 39. 81 
18 3243 599 18.47 1.6 2644 81.53- 0.7 63.06 l. 75 36.03 
19 3063 1910 62 .36 1.1 1153 37 .64 1.4 24.72 1. 78 13.89 
20 3196 2740 85 .73 0. 7 456 14. 27 1.6 71.46 l. 75 40.83 
21 2196 1961 89 .30 0 .7 235 10 .70 2.0 78 .60 2.11 37 .25 
22 2975 2188 73.55 0.9 787 26 .45 1. 6 47.10 1. 84 25 .60 
23 3122 1916 61.37 1.1 1206 38 .63 1.4 22 .74 1. 78 12.78 
24 2406 2055 85.41 0 .8 351 14 .59 1.9 70.82 2, 06 34. 38 
25 3258 3033 93.09 0.6 225 6.91 1. 7 86 .18 1.80 42.32 
26 286 5 1486 51.87 1. 3 1379 48.13 1. 3 3. 74 1. 84 2 .03 
27 2673 2102 78.64 0. 9 571 21. 36 1.7 57. 28 1.92 29 .83 
28 2947 2642 89 .65 0. 6 305 10. 35 1.7 79 .30 1.80 44 .06 
29 3197 888 72.22 0.9 2309 27.78 1.5 44.44 l. 75 25 .39 
30 2728 2226 81.60 0. 8 502 18.40 1.7 63 .20 1. 88 33 .62 
31 3139 2358 75.12 0.8 781 24.88 1.5 50.24 1. 70 29 . 55 
32 2153 1581 73.43 1.1 572 26 . 57 1.9 46.86 2.20 21. 30 
33 2090 1701 81.39 1.0 389 18 .61 2.0 62 .78 2.24 28 .03 
34 3206 2688 83.84. 0 .7 518 16. 16 1. 6 67. 68 l. 75 38 .67 
35 3190 2757 86 .43 0.7 433 13.57 1.7 72.86 1. 84 39.60 
36 2964 2729 92 .07 0.6 235 7.93 1.8 84.14 1. 90 44 .28 
37 3083 1903 61.73 1.1 1180 38.27 1.4 23. 46 1.78 13.18 
38 2583 2324 91.39 0.6 219 8.61 1. 9 82.78 1. 99 41. 60 
39 3241 2553 78.77 0.8 688 21. 23 1.6 57.54 l. 79 32 .15 
40 2248 1498 67. 24 1.2 730 32 .77 1.7 34.47 2.08 16. 57 
41 3120 1940 62.18 1.1 1180 37. 82 1.4 24 .36 1. 78 13.69 
42 2177 1677 77.03 1.0 500 22 .97 1.9 54. 06 2.15 25.14 
43 2436 1983 81.40 0. 9 453 18.60 1. 8 62.80 2. 01 31. 24 
44 2852 2483 87. 06 0.7 369 12.94 1.7 74.12 1. 84 40.28 
45 2849 2168 76.10 0.9 681 23 .90 1. 6 52.20 1. 84 28.37 
46 1393 949 68 .13 1, 5 444 31.87 2.2 36 .26 2.66 13.61 
24. 
Table I shows a comparison of history items liked by boys and girls 
with history items disliked by boys and girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the population who liked these history items. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
4 
5 
7 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3$ 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
Stories of people 
Study of explorers and settlers 
Learning about discoveries 
Books hard to read 
Current events 
Reading about famous people 
Learning about inventions ' 
Study of wars 
Poor marks 
Illustrations in text 
No objections to tests 
Locating information in text 
Locating information 
Development of countries 
Field trips 
Drawing pictures 
Answering questions 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin board 
Life in former times 
Quiz programs 
Stories read by teacher 
Too much work to cover 
Supplementary books 
Class discussions 
Making booklets 
Making a news bulletin board 
Teacher method 
Reading difficulty 
Films 
Using table of contents 
Filmstrips 
Reading books 
Dramatizations 
Using index 
Making models 
Committee work 
Pupil-teacher planning 
Self-evaluation 
Making a time line 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
25. 
cally significant in favor of the population who disliked these history 
items. 
Item Number 
3 
6 
15 
17 
18 
Remembering' dates 
Too much t:ime snent on one thing 
Too much material to remember 
Reading too much 
Too many tests 
The per cent difference in the following items is not statistically 
significant. 
Item Number 
8 
26 
Writing reports 
vvriting stories 
26. 
TABLE Il 
' ,\ 
COMPA!t!SON OF HISTORY ITEMS LII\EO. AND ·D!SLIKED BY 1649 BOYS 
Number · ~ SE 
. . 
% % e Number Number SE Dis- Dis- Dis- SE Item of Boys Liking Likes Likes liking likes ~ikes Diff Diff CR 
1 1629 1513 92.88 0.7 116 7.12 2.4 85.76 2.5 34.30 
2 1636 1508 92.1B 0.7 128 7.80 2.4 84.36 2.5 33 • r/L:. 
3 1540 67i 43.57 1.9 869 56.43 1.7 12.86 2.54 5.06 
4 1630 1539 94.42 0.6 91 5.58 2.5 88.84 2.57 34.57 
5 1627 1391 85.49 1.0 236 14.51 2.3 70.98 2.5 24.40 
6 1628 383 23.53 2.2 1245 76.47 1.2 53.94 2.5 21.18 
7 1612 1331 82.57 1.0 281 17.43 2.2 65.14 2.41 27.30 
8 1505 666 44.16 1.9 842 55.84 1.7 11.68 2.54 4.60 
9 1626 1486 91.39 0.7 140 8.61 2.4 82.78 2.5 33.11 
10 1587 1393 87.78 0.9 194 12.22 2.3 75.56 2.46 30.72 
11 1618 1451 89.68 0.8 167 10.32 2.3 79.36 2.43 32.66 
1~ 1562 1071 68.57 1.4 491 31.43 2.1 37.14 2.52 14.74 
13 1626 1470 90.41 0.8 156 9.59 2.4 80.82 2.52 32.07 
14 1602 835 52.12 1.7 767 47.88 1.8 4.24 2 .. 47 1.72 
15 1628 664 40.79 1.9 964 59.21 1,6 18.42 2.48 7.43 
16 1611 896 55.62 1.7 715 44~38 1.9 11.24 2.54 4.43 
17 1612 272 16.87 2.3 1340 83.13 1.0 66.26 2.5 26.50 
18 1622 283 17.45 2.2 1339 82.55 1.0 65.10 2.42 26.90 
19 1527 928 60.77 1.6 599 39.23 2.0 21.54 2.36 9.13 
20 1594 1384 86.83 0.9 210 13.17 2.3 73.66 2.47 29.82 
21 1151 1027 89.23 1.0 124 10.77 2.8 73.46 3.0 26.15 
22 1490 1112 74.63 1.3 378 25.37 2.2 49.26 2.56 19.24 
23 1561 940 60.22 1.6 621 39.78 i.o 20:44 2.36 8.66 
24 1200 991 82.58 1.2 209 17.42 2,6 65.16 2.85 22.86 
25 1619 1495 92.34 0.7 124 7.66 2 .. 4 84.68 2.5 33~87 
26 1439 703 48.85 1.9 736 51.15 1.8 2.30 2.63 .88 
27 1338 1074 80.27 1.2 264 19.73 2.5 60.54 2.77 21.86 
28 1476 1326 89.84 0.8 150 10.16 2.4 79.68 2.53 31.49 
29 1578 1081 68.50 1.4 497 31.50 2.3 37.00 2.67 13.86 
30 1364 1115 81.74 1.2 249 18.26 2.4 63.48 2 .. 68 23.69 
31 1561 1188 76.11 1.2 373 23.89 2.2 52~22 2.5 20.89 
32 1104 749 67.84 1.7 355 32.16 2.5 35~68 3.0 11.89 
33 1033 835 80.83 1.4 198 19.17 2~8 61'.66 3.13 20.02 
34 1580 1280 81.01 1.1 300 18.99 2.3 60.02 2. 54 24.42 
35 1599 1352 84.55 1.0 247 15.45 2.3 69.10 2. 5 27.64 
36 1473 1365 92.67 0.7 108 7.33 2.5 85.34 2.6 32.82 
37 1520 868 57.11 1.7 652 42.89 1.9 14.22 2.54 5.60 
38 1289 1155 89.60 0.9 134 10.40 2.6 79.20 2.75 28.80 
39 1617 1301 80.46 1.1 316 90.54 2.3 60~92 2.54 23.98 
40 1155 764 66.15 1.7 391 33.85 2.4 32.30 2.94 10.99 
41 1546 879 56.86 1.7 667 43.14 1.9 13.72 2.52 5.40 
42 1128 913 80.94 1.3 215 19.06 2.'7 61.88 3.0 20.63 
43 1215 943 77.61 1.3 272 22.39 2.5 55.22 2~82 19.57 
44 1411 1172 83.06 1.1 239 16.94 2.4 66.12 2.64 25.05 
45 1436 1046 72.84 1.4 390 27.16 2.2 45.68 2.60 17.57 
46 743 501 67.43 2.1 2'f2 32.57 3.0 34.86 3.66 9.53 
27. 
Table II shows a comparison of history items liked by boys with the 
history items disliked by boys. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is ~.tatisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys who liked these history items. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
4 
5 
7 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
16 
19 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
Stories of people 
Study of explorers and settlers 
Learning about discoveries 
Books hard to read 
Current events 
Reading about famous people 
Learning about inventions 
Study of wars 
Poor marks 
Illustrations in text 
Locating information in text 
Locating information 
Field trips 
Drawing pictures 
Answering questions 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin board 
Life in former times 
Quiz programs 
Stories by teacher 
Too much work to cover 
Supplementary books 
Class discussions 
Making booklets 
Making a news bulletin board 
Teacher method 
Reading difficulty 
Films 
Using table of contents 
Filmstrips 
Reading books 
Dramatizations 
Using index 
Making models 
Committee work 
Pupil-teacher planning 
Self-evaluation 
Making a time line 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys who disliked these history items. 
Item Ntm1ber 
3 
6 
g 
15 
17 
1$ 
20 
Remembering dates 
Too much time spent on one thing 
Writing reports 
Too much material to remember 
Reading too much 
Too many tests 
Writing ·· stories 
2$. 
The per cent difference in the following items is not statistically 
significant. 
Item Ntm1ber 
14 
26 
Item 
No objections to test 
Development of countries 
29. 
TABLE III 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1649 GIRLS 
Number Number % SE 
Respond- Number % SE Dis- Dis- Dis- % SE 
Item ing Liking Likes Likes liking likes likes Diff Diff CR 
1 1622 1433 88.35 0.9 189 11.65 2.4 76.70 2.56 29.96 
2 1638 1493 91.15 0.7 145 8.85 2.4 82.30 2.50 3.2.92 
3 1601 780 48.72 1.8 821 51.28' 1.7 2.56 2.48 1.03 
4 1636 1499 91.63 0.7 137 8.37 2.3 83.26 2.40 34.69 
5 1636 1387 84.78 1.0 249 15.22 2.3 69.56 2.51 27.71. 
6 1629 328 20.14 2.2 1301 79.86 1.1 59-.72 2.46 24.28 
7 1615 1355 83.90 1.0 260 16.10 2.3 67.80 2.51 27.01 
8 1517 807 53.20 1.8 710 46.80 1.9 56.40 2.62 21.53 
9 1641 1535 93.54 0.6 106 6.46 2.3 87.08 2.11 41.27 
10 1598 1272 79.60 1.1 326 20.40 2.2 59.20 2.46 24.06 
11 1609 1026 63.77 1.5 583 36.23 2.0 27.54 2.50 11.02 
12 1581 1121 70.90 1.4 460 29.10 2.1 41.80 2.52 16.59 
13 1632 1522 93.26 0.7 110 6.74 2.4 86.52 2.50 34.61 
14 1619 879 54.29 1.7 740 45.71 1.8 8.58 2.48 3.46 
15 1632 543 33.27 2.0 1089 66.73 1.4 33.46 2.44 13.71 
16 1622 1157 71.33 1.3 465 28.67 2.1 42.66 2.47 17.27 
17 1625 219 13.48 2.3 1406 86.52 0.9 73.04 2.47 29.57 
18 1621 316 19.49 2.2 1305 80.51 1.1 61.02 2.46 24.80 
19 1536 982 63.93 1.5 554 36.07 2.0 27.86 2.50 11.14 
20 1602 1356 84.64 1.0 246 15.36 2.3 69.28 2.51 27.60 
21 1045 934 89.38 1.0 111 10.62 3.0 78.76 3.16 24.92 
22 1485 1076 72.46 1.4 409 27.54 2.2 44.92 2.61 17.21 
23 1561 976 62.52 1.5 585 37.48 2.0 25.04 2.50 10.02 
24 1206 1064 88.23 1.0 142 11.77 2.7 76.46 2.88 26.55 
25 1639 1538 93.84 0.6 101 6.16 2.4 87.68 2.47 35.50 
26 1426 783 54.91 1.8 643 45.09 2.0 9.82 2.69 3.65 
27 133.5 1028 77.00 1.3 307 23.00 2.4 54.00 2.40 22.50 
28 1471 1316 89.46 0.9 155 10.54 2.5 78 .. 92 2.66 29.67 
29 1619 1228 75.85 1.2 391 24.15 2.2 51.70 2.51 20.60 
30 1361 1111 81.45 1.2 253 18.55 2.5 62.90 2.77 22.71 
31 1578 1170 74.14 1.3 408 25.86 2.2 48.28 2.56 14.95 
32 1049 832 79.31 1.1~ 217 20,69 2.8 58.62 3.13 18.73 
33 1057 866 81.93 1.3 191 18.07 2.8 63.86 3.09 20.67 
34 1626 1408 86.59 0.9 218 13.41 2.3 73.18 2.47 29.63 
35 1591 1405 88.31 0.9 186 11.69 2.4 76.62 2.57 29.81 
36 1491 1364 91.48 0.8 127 8.52 2.7 82.96 2.81 29.52 
37 1563 1035 66~22 1.5 528 33.78 2.1 32.44 2.58 12.57 
38 1254 1169 93.22 0~7 85 6.78 2.8 86.44 2.89 29.90 
39 1624 1252 77.09 1.2 372 22.91 2.2 54.18 2.51 21.59 
40 1073 734 68.41 1.7 339 31.59 2.5 36.82 3.02 12.19 
41 1574 1061 67.41 1.4 513 32.59 2.1 34.82 2.52 13.82 
42 1049 764 72.83 1.6 285 27.17 2~6 45.66 3.05 14.97 
43 1221 1040 85.18 1.1 1<n 14.82 2.7 70.36 2.92 24.10 
44 1441 1311 90.98 0.8 130 9.02 2.5 81.86 2.62 31.24 
45 1413 1122 79.41 1.2 291 20.59 2.4 58.82 2.68 21.95 
46 650 448 68.92 2.2 202 31.08 3,3 37.84 3.96 9.56 
30. 
Table III shows a comparison of history items liked by girls with his-
tory items disliked by girls. 
The per cent difference in the fo~lowing listed items is statisti-
cally significant ip favor of the girls who liked these history items. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
4'5 
46 
Stories of people 
Study of explorers and settlers 
Learning about discoveries 
Books hard to read . 
Current events 
Writing reports 
Reading about famous people 
Learning about inventions 
Study of wars 
Poor marks ' 
Illustrations in text 
No objections to tests 
Locating information in text 
Locating information 
Development of countries 
Field trips 
Drawing pictures 
Answering questions 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin board 
Life in former times 
Writing stories · 
Quiz programs 
Stories read by teacher 
Too much work to cov~r 
Supplementary book~ 
Glass discussions 
Making booklets 
Mak~ng a news bulletin board 
Teacher method 
Reading difficulty 
Films 
Using table of contents 
Filmstrips 
Reading books 
Dramatizations 
Using index 
Haking models 
Committee work 
Pupil-teacher planning 
Self-.evaluation 
Making a time line 
31. 
The per cent difference in the following listed itemg is statisti-
ca.J-ly significant in favor of the gir],s who c;iislike(i these history items. 
Item Number 
6 
15 
17 
18 
Item 
Too much time spent on one thing 
Too much material to remember 
Reading too much 
T.oo many tests 
The per cent difference in item number 3, remembering dates, is not 
statistically significant. 
32. 
TABLE IV 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS LIKED BY 1649 BOYS AND 1649 GIRLS 
Number Nunber 
Respond- % SE Respond- % SE 
ing Ntm1ber Likes Likes ing Number Likes Likes % SE 
Item Boys Liking Boys Boys Girls Liking Girls Girls Diff Diff CR 
1 1629 1513 92.88 0.7 1622 1433 88.35 0.9 4.53 1.14 3.97 
2 1636 1508 92.18 0.7 1638 1493 91.15 0.7 1.03 .99 1.04 
3 1540 671 43.57 1.9 1601 780 48.72 1.8 5.15 2.62 1.97 
4 1630 1539 94.42 0.6 1636 1499 91.53 0.7 2.85 ~92 3.08 
5 1627 1391 85.49 1.0 1636 1387 84.78 1.0 .71 1.41 .50 
/ 1628 383 23.53 2.2 1629 328 20.14 2.2 2.29 2.11 1.09 0 
7 1612 1331 82.57 1.0 1615 1355 83.90 1.0 1.33 1.41 .94 
8 1508 666 44.16 1.9 1517 807 53.20 1.8 9.04 2.62 3.45 
9 1626 1486 91.39 0.7 1641 1535 93.54 0.6 2.15 .92 2.34 
10 1587 1393 87.78 0.9 1598 1272 79.60 1.1 8.18 1.42 5.76 
11 1618 1451 89.68 0.8 1609 1026 63.73 1.5 25.95 1. 70 15.27 
12 1562 1071 68.57 1.0 1581 1121 70.90 1.4 2.33 1. 72 1.35 
13 1626 1470 90.41 0.8 1632 1522 93.26 0.7 2.85 1.06 2.69 
14 1602 485 52.12 2.3 1619 879 54.29 1.7 2.17 2.86 • 76 
15 1628 664 40.79 1.9 1632 543 33.27 2.0 7.52 2.76 2.72 
16 1611 896 55.62 1.7 1622 1157 71.33 1.3 15.71 2.14 7.34 
17 1612 272 16.87 2.3 1625 219 13.48 2.3 3.39 3.25 1.04 
18 1622 283 17.45 2.2 1621 316 19.49 2.2 2:04 3.11 .66 
19 1527 928 60.77 1.6 1536 982 63.93 1.5 3.16 2.19 1.44 
20 1594 1384 86.83 0.9 1602 1356 84.64 1.0 2.19 1.38 1.59 
21 1151 1027 89.23 1.0 1045 934 89.38 1.0 .15 1.41 .11 
22 1490 1112 74.63 1.3 1485 1076 72.46 1.4 2.17 1.91 1.14 
23 1561 940 60.22 1.6 1561 976 62.52 1.5 2:30 2.18 1.06 
24 1200 991 82.58 1.2 1206 1064 88.23 1.0 5.65 1.56 3.62 
25 1619 1495 92.34 0.7 1639 1538 93.84 0.6 1.50 9.22 .16 
26 1439 703 48.85 1.9 1426 783 54.91 1.8 6.06 2.62 2.31 
27 1338 1074 80.27 1.2 1335 1028 77.00 1.3 3.27 1.77 1.85 
28 1476 1326 89.84 0.8 1471 1316 89.46 0.9 .38 1.20 .32 
29 1578 1081 68.50 1.4 1619 1228 75.85 1.2 7.35 1.84 3.99 
30 1364 1115 81.74 1.2 1364 1111 81.45 1.2 .29 1.69 .17 
31 1561 1188 76.11 1.2 1578 1170 74.14 1.3 1.97 1.77 1.11 
32 1104 749 67.84 1.7 1049 832 79.31 1.4 11.47 2.20 5.21 
33 1033 835 80.83 1.4 1057 866 81.93 1.3 1.10 1.91 .58 
34 1580 1280 81.01 1.1 1626 1408 86.59 0.9 5.58 . 1.42 3.93 
35 1599 1352 84.55 1.0 1591 1405 88.31 0.9 3.76 1.35 2.79 
36 1473 1365 92.67 0.7 1491 1364 91.48 0~8 1.19 1.06 1.12 
37 1520 868 57.11 1.7 1563 1035 66.22 1.5 9.11 2.27 4.01 
38 1289 1155 89.60 0.9 1254 1169 93.22 0.7 3.62 1.14 3.18 
39 1617 1301 80.46 1.1 1624 1252 77.09 1.2 3.37 1.63 2.07 
40 1155 764 66.15 1.7 1073 734 68.41 1.7 2.26 2.40 .94 
41 1546 879 56.86 1.7 1574 1061 67.41 1.4 10.55 2.20 4.80 
42 1128 913 80.94 1.3 1049 764 72.83 1.6 8.11 2.06 3.94 
43 1215 943 77.61 1.3 1221 1040 85.18 1.1 7.57 1.72 4.40 
44 1411 1172 83.06 1.1 1441 1311 90.98 0.8 7.92 1.36 5.82 
45 1436 1046 72.84 1.4 1413 1122 79.41 1.2 6.57 1.84 3.57 
46 743 501 67.43 2.1 650 448 68.92 2.2 1.49 3.04 .49 
33. 
Table IV shows a comparison of history items liked by boys with his-
tory items liked by girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys over the girls. 
Item Number 
1 
4 
10 
11 
24 
42 
Stories of people 
Learning about discoveries 
Learning about inventions 
Study of wars 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin board 
Making models 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the girls who liked these history items. 
Item Number 
8 
16 
29 
32 
34 
37 
38 
41 
43 
44 
45 
Writing reports 
Locating information in text 
Too much work to cover 
Making booklets 
Teacher method 
Using table of contents 
Filmstrips 
Using index 
Committee work 
Pupil-teacher planning 
Self-evaluation 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is not statis-
tically significant. 
Item Number 
2 
3 
5 
6 
7 
9 
12 
13 
14 
15 
17 
Study of explorers and settlers 
Remembering dates 
Books hard to read 
Too much time spent on one thing 
Current events 
Reading about famous people 
Poor marks 
Illustrations in text 
No objections to t ests 
Too much material to remember 
Reading too much 
Item Number 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 
26 
27 
28 
30 
31 
33 
35 
36 
39 
40 
46 
Too many tests 
Locating in formation 
Development of countries 
Field trips 
Drawing pictures 
Answering questions 
Life in former times 
Writing stories 
Quiz programs 
Stories read by teacher 
Supplementary books 
Class discussions 
Making a news bulletin board 
Reading difficulty 
Films 
Reading books 
Dramatizations 
Making a time line 
34. 
35. 
TABLE V 
COMPARISON OF HISTORY ITEMS DISLIKED BY 1649 BOYS AND 1649 GIRLS 
Nmnber % SE Number % SE 
Respond-Number Dis- Dis- Respond-Number Dis- Dis-
e _- ing Dis- likes likes ing Dis- likes likes % SE Item Boys liking Boys Boys Girls liking Girls Girls Diff Diff CR 
1 1629 116 7.12 2.4 1622 189 11.65 2.4 4.53 3.39 1.34 
2 1636 128 7.82 2.4 1638 145 8.85 2.4 1.03 3.39 .30 
3 1540 869 56.43 1.7 1601 821 51.28 1.7 5.15 2.40 2.15 
4 1630 91 5.58 2.5 1636 137 8.37 2.3 2.79 3.40 • 6:.2 
5 1627 236 14.51 2.3 1636 249 15.22 2.3 .71 3.25 .22 
6 1628 1245 76.47 1.2 1629 1301 78.96 1.1 3.39 1.63 2.08 
7 1612 281 17.43 2.2 1615 260 16.10 2.3 1.33 3Gl8 .42 
8 1508 842 55.84 1.7 1517 710 46.80 1.9 9.04 2.55 3.55 
9 1626 140 8.61 2.4 1641 106 6.46. 2.3 2.15 3.32 .65 
10 1587 194 12.22 2.3 1598 326 20.40 2.2 8.18 3.18 2.57 
11 1618 167 10.32 2.3 1609 583 36.23 2.0 25.91 3 .. 05 8.50 
12 1562 491 31.43 2.1 1581 460 29.10 2.1 2.33 2.97 .78 
13 1626 156 9.59 2.4 1632 110 6.74 2.4 2.85 3.39 .84 
14 1602 767 47.88 1.8 1619 740 45.71 1.8 2.17 2.55 .85 
15 1628 964 59.21 1.6 1632 1089 66.73 1.4 7.52 2.13 3. 53 
16 1611 715 44.38 1.9 1622 465 28.67 2.1 15.71 2.83 5.55 
17 1612 1340 83.13 1.0 1625 1406 86.52 0.9 3.39 1.35 2.51 
18 1622 1339 82.55 1.0 1621 1305 80.51 1.1 2.04 1.49 1.37 
19 1527 599 39.23 2.0 1536 554 26.01 2.0 3.22 2.83 1.14 
20 1594 210 13.17 2.3 1602 246 15.36 2.3 2.19 3.25 .67 
21 1151 124 10.77 2.8 1045 111 10.62 3.0 .15 4.10 .04 
22 1490 378 25.37 2.2 1485 409 27.54 2.2 2.17 3.12 . 70 
23 1561 621 39.78 2.0 1561 585 37.48 2.0 2.30 2.83 .81 
24 1200 209 17.42 2.6 1206 142 11.77 2.7 5.65 3.75 1.51 
25 1619 124 7.66 2.4 1639 101 6.16 2.4 1.50 3.39 .44 
26 1439 736 51.15 1.8 1426 643 45.09 2.0 6.06 2.69 2.25 
27 1338 264 19.73 2.5 1335 307 23.00 2.4 3.27 3.47 .94 
28 1476 150 10.16 2.4 1471 155 10.54 2.5 .38 3.47 .11 
29 1578 497 31.50 2.1 1619 391 24.15 2.2 7.35 3.04 2.42 
30 1364 249 18.26 2.4 1364 253 18.55 2. 5 .29 3.47 .08 
31 1561 373 23.89 2.2 1578 408 25.86 2.2 1.97 3.11 .63 
32 1104 355 32.16 2.5 1049 217 20.69 2.8 11.47 3.62 3.17 
33 1033 198 19.17 2.8 1057 191 18.07 2.8 1.10 3.96 .28 
34 1580 300 18.99 2.3 1626 218 13.41 2.3 5.58 3.25 1.72 
35 1599 247 15.45 2.3 1591 186 11.69 2.4 3.76 3.32 1.13 
36 1473 108 7.33 2.5 1491 127 8.52 2.5 1.19 3.54 .34 
37 1520 652 42.89 1.9 1563 528 33.78 2.1 9.11 2.83 3.22 
38 1289 134 10.40 2.6 1254 85 6.78 2.8 3.62 3.82 • 95 
39 1617 316 19.54 2.3 1624 372 22.91 2.2 3.37 3.18 1.06 
40 1155 391 33.85 2.4 1073 339 31.59 2.5 2.26 3.47 .65 
41 1546 667 43.14 1.9 1574 513 32.59 2.1 10.55 2.82 3.71 
42 1128 215 19.06 2.7 1049 285 27.17 2.6 8.11 3.74 2.17 
43 1215 272 22.39 2.5 1221 181 14.82 2.7 7.57 3.68 2.06 
44 1411 239 16.94 2.4 1441 130 9.02 2.5 7.92 3.47 2.28 
45 1436 390 27.16 2.2 1413 291 20.59 2.4 6.57 3.27 2.01 
46 743 242 32.57 3.0 650 202 31.08 3.3 1.49 4.46 .33 
36. 
Table V shows a comparison of history items disliked by boys with 
history items disliked by girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys over the girls. 
Item Number 
8 
16 
32 
37 
41 
Writing reports 
Locating information in text 
Making booklets 
Using table of contents 
Using index 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statistically 
significant in favor of the girls who disliked these history items. 
Item Number 
11 
15 
Study of wars 
Too much material to remember 
The per cent difference between boys and girls in the following 
listed items is not statistically significant. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
9 
10 
12 
13 
14 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
Stories of people 
Study of early explorers and settlers 
Remembering dates 
Learning about discoveries 
Books hard to read 
Too much time soent on one thing 
Current events 
Reading about famous people 
Learning about inventions 
Poor marks 
Illustrations in text 
No objections to tests 
Reading too much 
Too many tests 
Locating information 
Development of countries 
Field trips 
Drawing pictures 
Answering questions 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin board 
Life in former times 
Item Number 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
3.3 
34 
35 
.36 
38 
.39 
40 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
Writing stories 
Quiz programs 
Stories read by t-eacher 
Too _much work to cover 
Supplementary books 
Class discussions 
Making a news bulletin board 
Teacher method 
Reading difficulty 
Films 
Filmstrips 
Reading books 
Dramatizations 
Making models 
Committee work 
Pupii-teacher planning 
Self-evaluation 
Making a time line 
37. 
38. 
TABLE VI 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS LIKED AND DlSLIKED 
BY 3360 BOYS AND GIRlS 
Number Number % SE 
Respond- Number % SE Dis- Dis- Dis- % . SE 
. Item i ng Li-king Likes · Likes liking likes likes Diff Diff CR 
l 3326 2822 84.85 0.7 504 15.15 1.6 69.70 1.74 40.06 
2 3166 2929 92.51 0.6 237 7.49 1.7 85.02 1.80 47. 23 
3 3193 1855 58.10 1.1 1338 41.90 1.3 16.20 1.70 9. 53 
4 3291 2613 79.40 0.8 678 20.60 1.6 58.80 1.78 33.03 
5 2767 2349 84.89 · 0.7 4l8 15.11 1.7 69.78 1.84 37. 92 
6 3317 2916 87.91 0.6 401 12 .. 09 . 1.6 75.82 1.71 44.34 
7 3262 2197 67.35 1.0 . 1065 32.65 1.4 34.70 1.96 17. 70 
8 3309 2720 82.20 0.7 589 17 .. 80. 1.6 .. 64.40 1.74 37.01 
9 2362 2010 85 .10' 0.8 352 14.:90 1.9 70.20 2.06 34. 03 
10 2952 1352 45.80 1.4 1600 54.20 1.2 8.40 1. 84 4. 57 
11 3304 3044 · 92.13 0.6 260 7.87 1.7 84.26 1. 81 46 .55 
12 2063 1575 76.35 1.1 488 23.65 1.9 52.70 2.19 24.06 
13 3158 1936 61.30 1.1 1222 38.70 1.4 22.60 1. 78 12.69. 
14 3228 2173 67.32 1.0 1055 32.68 1.4 34.64 1.96 17.67 
15 3004 2299 76.53 0.9 . 705 23.47 1.6 53.06 1.84 28.84 
16 3197 2253 70.47 1.0 944 29.53 1.5 40.94 1. 80 22.74 
17 3293 1899 57.67 1.1 1394 42.33 1.3 15.34 1.70 9.02 
18 3269 2448 74.89 0.9 821 25.11 1.5 49.78 1.74 28.61 
19 2064 1644 79.65 1.0 420 20.35 2.0 59.30 -2·.23 26.55 
20 1344 813 60.49 1.7 · 531 39.51 2.1 20.98 2.70 7.77 
21 3238 1844 56.95 1. 2 1394 43.05 1.3 13.90 1.74 7.99 
22 3289 2386 72.54 0.9 903 27.46 1.5 45.08 1.74 25.91 
23 3293 2145 65.14 1.0 1148 34.86 1.4 30.28 1.96 15.45 
24 3316 1856 55.97 1.2 1460 44.03 1.3 11.94 1.74 6.86 
25 3312 2903 87.65 0.6 409 12.35 1.6 75.30 1.71 44.04 
26 3008 2668 88.70 0.6 340 11.30 1.7 77.40 1.81 42.76 
27 3298 2869 86.99 0.6 429 13.01 1.6 73.98 1.71 43.26 
28 3235 2336 72.21 0.9 899 27 .·79 1.5 44.42 1.74 25.53 
29 3294 650 19.73 1.6 2644 80.27 - 0.8 60 . 54 1.78 34.01 
30 3196 1977 61.86 1.1 1219 38.14 1.4 23.72 1.78 13.33 
31 1947 1598 82.07 1.0 349 17.9.3 2.1 64.14 2.33 27.53 
32 2129 1462 68.67 1.2 667 31.33 1.8 37.34 2.16 17.29 
33 1497 1262 84.30 1.0 235 15.70 2.4 68.60 2.60 26.38 
34 2017 1465 72.63 1.2 552 27.37 1.9 45.26 2.25 20.12 
35 2669 2389 89.51 0.6 280 10.49 1.8 79.02 1.90 41.59 
36 2867 1954 68.15 1.1 913 31.85 1.5 36.30 1.86 19.52 
37 2593 1874 72.27 1.0 719 27.73 1.7 44.54 1.97 22. 61 
38 2917 1876 64 ~ 31 1.,1 1041 35.69 1.5 28.62 1. 86 15.39 
39 2984 1609 53.92 1.2 1375 46.08 1.3 7.84 1.74 4.51 
40 2722 2208 81.11 0.8 514 18.88 0.9 62.23 1.20 51.86 
41 3272 2624 80.·20 o.8 648 19.80 1.6 60.40 1.78 33.93 
39. 
Table VI shows a comparison of geography items liked by boys and 
girls with geography items disliked by boys and girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the population who liked these geography 
items. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
g 
9 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
lg 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
Using maps 
Films 
Locating information 
Book interesting 
Working in groups 
Reading about distant places 
Locating places on a globe 
Book difficult to read 
Preparing exhibits 
Learning about people in other lands 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using table of contents 
Poor marks 
Drawing pictures 
Making various tyPes of maps 
Difficulty of remembering what is read 
Geography is uninteresting 
Making murals 
Using workbooks 
Study of surface and climate · 
Teacher method 
Study of manufacturing and products 
Reading lesson silently 
Pictures in book are informative 
Fi1mstrips 
Reading difficulty 
Class discussions 
Using index 
Keeping a bullet in board 
Making charts and graphs 
Field trips 
Dramatizations 
Resource visitors 
Outlining 
Planning activities 
Correlated current events 
Writing reports 
Supplementary books 
Using maps to solve problems 
.e 
40. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the population who disliked these goegraphy 
items. 
It em f'.h.unber 
10 
29 
Oral reports 
Too many tests 
41.. 
TABLE VII 
COMPARISON OF 'GEOGRAPHY ITEMS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1678 BOYS 
---
.. 
. . ;. 
. .. ~ - . 
: ·: Number · Number % SE 
Respond- Number % SE Dis- Dis- Dis- % SE 
.. Item J.ng . · Liking Likes Likes liking likes likes Diff Diff CR 
. 
. . 
. I 
--- 1657 1442 87.02 0.9 215 12.98 2.3 74.04 2.46 30.10 
2 1580 1454 92.03 0.7 126 7.92 2.4 84.06 2.5 33 .6L!. 
3 1598 873 54!fJ3 1.7 725 45.37 1.8 9.26 2.47 3.7'5 
4 1651 1324 80.19 1.1 327 19.81 2.2 60.37 2.45 24 . 64 
. 5 1594 1126 80.77 1.2 268 19.23' 2.4 61.54 2.68 22.95 
6 1660 1464 88~19 . 0.8 196 11.81 2.3 76.3$ 2.44 31.30 
7 1629 1125 69.06 1.4 504 . 30.94 . ·2.1 38.12 2.52 15.13 
8 1659 i J49 . 81.31 1.1 310 . 18.69 2.2 62 .62 2.45 25.55 
9 1187 986 83.07 1.2 201 16.93 2.6 66.14 2.86 23.13 
10 1463 612 41.83 2.0 851 58.17 1.7 16.34 2.62 6.24 
11 ' 1659 1505 90.72 0.7 154 9 ~ 28 2.3 81.44 2.60 31.32 12 . . 1049 730 69.59 1.7 319 30.41 2.6 39.18 3.1 12.61.:. 
1} ··. 1575 908 57.65 1.6 667 42.35 1)1 15.30 2.48- 6.17 
14 1600 1085 67~81 '1.4 515 32.19 2.1 35.62 2.52 14.13 
15 .·• 1499 1164 77.65 1.2 335 22.3§ .. 2.3 55~30 . 2.59 21.35 
16 1588' 1151 72.48 1.3 437 27.52 2.1 44.96 .. 2.47 18.20 
17 lp38 ·• 957 58.42 1.6 681 41.58 1.9 16.84 2.48 . 6.79 
18 ·. ., 1646 1257 76.37 1.2 389 23.63 2.2 ·52. 74 2.51 21.01 
19 : 1047 829 79 .18' 1.4 218 20~82 2.8 5B.36 3.13 18.65 
20 707 400 56.58 2.5 307 43 •. 42 2.8 13.i6 3.75 3.51 
21 1606 981 '61.08· 1.6 625 38.92 2.0 22.16 . 2.56 8.66 
-22 1638 1156 .70.57 1.3 482 29.43 2.1 ·41.14 2.47 16.66 
23 1642 1108 '67 .48 1.4 534 - 32.52 2.0 34.96 .2.44 14.33 
24 1661 952 57.31 L6 709 42.69 1.9 14 .. 62 2.48 5,.90 
25 . 1660 1445 · 87.05 0.9 215 12.95 2.) 94~ -'1o 2,46 20.12 
26 149B · ' 1349 90.05 0.8 i49 9.95 2 .. 5 :80.10 2,62 30.57 
27 ' . 1646 1422 86 .39· 0.9 224 13 ~ 61 2.J 72.78 2.46 29.59 
28 1609 . 1191 74 •. 02 1,3 418 25.98 2a 48 .• 04 2.47 19.45. 
29 1643 . 370 22.52 2.2 1273 77 .'48 1.:2 54.96 2.'51 21.90 
30 1595 914 57.30 1.6 681 42·.70 1.9 14.60 2.48 5. 89 
31 . 988-· 768 77.23 1.5 220 22.27 . 2.8 55~'46 3.'3,7 17. 50 
32 1098 756 68.8~ - 1.7 342 31.15 2.5 37.70 3.02 12.48 
33 73$ 640 86.72 1.3 98 13.28 3.4 73.44 3.64 20.18 
34 1013· 675 66.63. 1.8 338 33.37 2.6 33.26 3.16 10.53 
35 1300 1153 88.69 0.9 147 11.31 2.6 77.38 2.75 28 /14 
36 1441 958 66.48 1.5 483 33.52 2.2 32.96 2.66 12.39 
37 1294 914 70.63 1.5 380 29.37 2.3 41.26 2.74 15.06 
38 1461 946 64.75 1.6 515 35.25 2.1 29_. 50 2.64 11.17 
39 1490 762 51.14 1.8 728 48.86 1.9 22.80 2.61 .87 
40 1371 1103 80.,45 1.2 268 19.55 2.4 60.90 2.68 ' 22.72 
41 1632 1344 82.;35 1.0 288 17 .65 2.3 64.70 2.,51 25.78 
42. 
Table VII shows a comparison of . the geography items liked by boys 
with geography items disliked by -boys • . 
The per cent difference in the following listed .items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys who liked these geography items. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
40 
41 
Using maps 
Films 
Locating information 
Book interesting 
Working in group_s 
Reading about distapt places 
Locating places on a globe 
Book difficult to read 
Preparing exhibits 
Learning about people in other lands 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using table of contents 
Poor marks 
Drawing pictures 
Making various types of · maps 
Difficulty of remembering what is read 
Geography is uninteresting . 
Making murals 
Using workbooks 
Study of surface and climate 
Teacher method 
Study of manufacturing and. products 
Reading l~sson, silently 
Pictures in book are informative 
Filmstrips 
Reading difficulty 
Class disc~ssions 
Using index 
Keeping a bulletin board 
Making charts and graphs 
Field trips 
Dramatizations 
Resource visitors 
Out-lining 
Planning activities 
Correlated current events 
Supplementary books 
Using maps to solve problems 
The per cent difference in the following items is statistically 
significant in favor of the boys who disliked these geography items. 
Item Number 
10 
29 
Oral reports 
Too many tests 
43. 
The per cent difference in item 39, writing reports, is not statis-
tically significant. 
44. 
TABLE VIII 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY 1632 GIRLS 
Number Number % SE 
Respond- Number % SE Dis- Dis- Dis- % SE 
Item ing Liking Likes Likes liking likes likes Diff Diff CR 
1 1669 1330 32 •. 63 1.0 239 17.32 2.2 65.36 2.41 27.12 
2 1536 1475 93 •. 00 0.7 ill 7.00 2.4 36 .00 2.5 34.40 
3 1595 932 61.57 1.5 613 33.43 2.0 23.14 2.5 9n20 
4 1640 1239 73 •. 60 1.1 351 21.40 2.2 57.20 2.45 23.35 
5 1373 1223 39.03 0 •. 9 150 10.92 2.6 73.16 2.75 23.42 
6 1657 1452 37.63 0.9 205 12.37 2.3 75.26 2.47 30.47 
7 1633 1072 65.65 1.4 561 34.35 2.0 31.31 2.44 12.33 
g 1650 1371 33.09 1.0 279 16.91 2.2 66.13 2.41 27.46 
9 1175 1024 77.15 1.3 151 12.35 2~7 64.30 2.99 21.51 
10 1439 740 49.70 1.3 749 50.30 1.3 .60 2.54 .24 
11 1645 1539 93.55 0.6 106 6.45 1.3 37.10 1.26 69.13 
12 1014 345 34.33 1.3 169 16.67 1.3 67.66 3.17 21.34 
13 1533 1023 64.94 1.5 555 35.06 2.9 29.33 2.50 11.95 
14 1623 1033 66.33 1.4 540 33.17 2.0 33.66 2.45 13.74 
15 1505 1135 75.42 1.3 370 24.53 2.0 50.34 2.64 19.25 
16 1609 1102 63.50 1.4 507 31.50 2.3 37.00 2.52 14.63 
17 1655 942 56.92 1.6 713 43.03 2.1 13.34 2.43 5.53 
13 1623 1191 73.33 1.3 432 26.62 1.9 46.76 2.46 19.01 
19 1017 315 30.14 1.4 202 19.36 2.1 60.23 3.13 19.26 
20 637 413 64.36 2.3 224 35.14 2.3 29.72 3.94 7.54 
21 1632 363 52.33 1.7 769 47.12 1.3 5.76 2.43 2.32 
22 1651 1230 74.50 1~2 421 25.50 2.1 49.00 2.42 20.25 
23 1651 1037 62.31 1.5 614 37.19 1.9 25.62 2.44 10.50 
24 1655 904 54.62 1.7 751 45.33 1.3 9.24 ·-' 2.43 3. 73 
25 1652 1453 33.26 0.9 194 11.74 2.3 76.52 2.47 30.57 
26 1510 1319 8? .35 0.9 181 12.65 2.4 74.70 2.56 29.13 
27 1652 1447 37.59 0.9 205 12.41 2.3 75.13 2.47 30.44 
23 1626 1145 70.42 1.4 431 29.53 2.J 40.34 2.52 16.21 
29 1651 230 16.96 2.2 1371 33.04 1..) 66.08 2.42 27.31 
30 1601 1063 66.40 1.5 538 33.60 2.0 32.30 2.5 13.12 
31 959 330 36.55 1.2 129 13.45 3.0 73.10 3.23 22.63 
32 1031 706 53.43 1.3 325 31.52 2.6 36.96 3.30 11.20 
33 759 622 81.95 1.5 137 18.05 3.3 63.90 3.62 17.65 
34 1004 780 78.69 1.4 214 21.31 2.8 57.38 3.13 13.33 
35 1369 1236 90.23 0.9 133 9.72 2.6 30.56 2.75 29.29 
36 1426 996 69.35 1.5 430 30.15 2.2 39.70 2.66 14.92 
37 1299 960 73.90 1.4 339 26.10 2.4 47.80 2.73 17.19 
33 1456 930 63.37 1.6 526 36.13 2.1 27.74 2.64 10.51 
39 1494 347 56.69 1.7 647 43.31 1.9 13.33 2.55 5.25 
40 1351 1105 31.79 1.2 246 13.21 2.4 63.53 2.63 23.72 
41 1640 1280 73.05 1.2 360 21.95 2.2 56.10 2.51 22.31 
45. 
Table VIII shows a comparison of geography items liked by girls with 
geography items disliked by girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the girls who liked these geography items. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
Using maps 
Films 
Locating information 
Book interesting 
Working in groups 
Reading about distant places 
Locating places on a globe 
Book difficult to read 
Preparing exhibits 
Learning about people in other lands 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using table of contents 
Poor marks 
Drawing pictures 
Making various types of maps 
Difficulty of remembering what is read 
Geography is uninteresting 
Making murals 
Using workbooks 
Study of surface and climate 
Teacher method 
Study of manufacturing and products 
Reading lesson silently 
Pictures in book are informative 
Filmstrips 
Reading difficulty 
Class discussions 
Using index 
Keeping a bulletin board 
Making charts and graphs 
Field trips 
Dramatizations 
Resource visitors 
Outlining 
Planning activities 
Correlated current events 
Writing reports 
Supplementary books 
Using maps to solve problems 
The per cent difference ··in :,..item 29, .  too many tests, is statistically 
46. 
significant in favor of the girls who disliked this geography item. 
The per cent difference in the following items is not statistically 
significant. 
Item Number 
10 
21 
Item 
-
Ora.l repo.rt s 
Study of surface and climate 
47. 
TABLE IX 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS LIKED BY 167S BOYS AND 1682 GIRLS 
Number Number 
Respond- % SE Respond- % SE 
ing Number Likes Likes ing Number Likes Likes % SE 
Item Boys Liking B?ys Boys Girls Liking Girls Girls Diff Diff CR 
. . 
1 1657 1442 S7.02 0.9 1669 · 13SO S2 .• 68 1.0 4.34 1.34 3.23 
2 15SO ·1454 92.03 0.7 1586 1475 93.00 0.7 .97 .99 . 97 
3 1598 S73 54.63 1·7 1595 9S2 61~57 1.5 6.94 2.26 3.07 
4 1651 1324 80.19 1.1 1640 12S9 78.60 1.1 1.59 1.55 1.03 
5 1394 1126 80.77 1.2 1373 1223 89.08 0.9 8.31 1.50 5.54 
6 1660 1464 88.19 0.8 1657 1452 87.63 0.9 .56 1.20 .47 
7 1629 1125 69.06 1.4 1633 1072 . 65.65 1.4 3.41 1.98 1.72 
8 1659 1349 81.31 1.1 1650 1371 83.09 1.0 l.7S 1.49 1.19 
9 1687 9S6 S3.07 1.2 1175 1024 77 .• 15 1.3 5.82 1.76 3.31 
10 14~3 .612 41.83 2.0 14S9 740 49.70 1.8 7.S7 2.69 2.93 
11 1659 1505 90.72 0.8 1645 1539 93.55 0.7 2.S6 1.06 2.70 
12 1049 730 69.59 1.7 1044 845 S4.33 1.3 14.74 2.14 6.89 
13 1575 908 57.65 1.6 1583 1028 64.94 1.5 7.29 2.19 3.33 
14 1600 1085 67.81 1.4 1628 1088 66.83 1.4 .98 1.98 .49 
15 1499 1164 77.65 1.2 1505 1135 75.42 1.3 2 .. 23 1.76 1.27 
16 1588 1151 72.48 1.3 1609 1102 6S~50 1.4 3.98 1.62 .66 
17 163S 957 58.42 1.6 1655 942 56.92 1.6 1.50 2.28 2.35 
1S 1646 1257 76.37 1.2 1623 1191 73.38 1.3 2.99 1.76 1.68 
19 1047 829 79.18 1.4 1017 815 SO.l4 1.4 .• 86 1.98 .43 
20 707 400 56.5S 2.5 637 413 64.S6 2.3 8.2S 3.40 2.44 
21 1606 9S1 6l.OS 1.6 1632 863 54.SS 1.7 6.20 2.32 2.67 
22 1638 1156 70.57 1.3 1651 1230 74.50 1.2 3.93 1.77 2.22 
23 1642 110S 67.4S 1.4 1651 1037 62.S1 1..5 4.67 2.05 2.2S 
24 1661 952 57.31 1.6 1655 904 54.62 1'.7 2.69 2.34 1.15 
25 1660 1445 S7.05 0,9 1652 1458 88.26 0.9 1.21 1.27 .95 
26 1498 1349 90.05 0.8 1510 1319 87.35 0.9 2.70 1,20 2.25 
27 1646 1422 86.39 0.9 1652 1447 87.59 . 0.9 1,20 1,27 .95 
2S 1609 1191 74.02 1.3 1626 1145 70.42 1.4 3.60 1.91 1.94 
29 1643 370 22.52 2.2 1651 280 16.96 2.2 1.20 3.11 .39 
30 1595 914 57.30 1.6 1601 1063 66.40 1.5 9.10 2.19 4.16 
31 988 768 77.33 1.5 959 830 86.55 1.2 9.22 1.92 4.80 
3~ 1098 756 6S.S5 1.7 1031 706 68.48 1.8 .37 2.4S .15 
33 738 640 86.72 1.4 759 622 Sl.95 1.5 4.77 2.05 2.33 
34 1013 675 66.73 1.8 1004 790 18.69 1.4 11.96 2.28 5.25 
35 1300 1153 88.69 0.9 1369 1236 90.28 0.9 1.59 1.27 1.25 
36 +441 958 66.48 1.5 1426 996 69.85 1.5 3.37 2.21 1.52 
37 . 1294 914 70.63 1.5 1299 960 73.90 1.4 3.27 2.05 1.60 
38 1461 946 64.75 · 1.6 1456 930 63.87 1.6 .88 2.26 .39 
39 1490 762 51.14 1.8 1494 S47 56.69 1.7 5.55 2.47 2,25 
40 1371 1103 80.45 1.2 1351 1105 81.79 1.2 1.34 1.69 .79 
41 1632 1344 82.35 1.0 1640 1280 78.05 1.3 4.30 1.64 2.62 
Table IX shows a comparison of geography items liked by boys with 
geography items liked by girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys ove1· the girls. 
Item Number 
1 
9 
lfsing maps 
Preparing exhibits 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the girls over the boys. 
j tem Number 
3 
5 
12 
13 
30 
31 
34 
Locating information 
Working in groups 
Making a booklet a.bout countries 
Using table of contents 
Using index 
Keeping a bulletin board 
Dramatizations 
The per cent difference between boys and girls in the following 
listed items is not statistically significant. 
Item Number 
2 
4 
6 
7 
8 
10 
11 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
Films 
Book interesting 
Reading about distant places 
Locating places on a globe 
Book difficult to read 
Oral reports 
Learing about people in other lands 
Poor marks 
Drawing pictures 
Making various types of maps 
Difficulty of remembering what is read 
Geography is uninteresting 
Making murals 
Using workbooks 
Study of surface and climate 
Teacher methbd 
Study of manufacturing and products 
Reading lesson silently 
Pictures in book informative 
4S. 
Item Number 
26 
27 
28 
29 
32 
33 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
Filmstrips 
Reading difficulty 
Class discussions 
Too many tests 
Making charts and graphs 
Field trips 
Resource visitors 
Outlining 
Planning activities 
Correlated current events 
Writing reports 
Supplementary books 
Using maps to solve problems 
49. 
50. 
TABLE X 
COMPARISON OF GEOGRAPHY ITEMS DISLIKED BY 1678 BOYS AND 1682 GIRLS 
... 
... 
e Number % SE Number % SE Respond-Number Dis- Dis- Respond-Number Dis- Dis-
ing Dis- likes likes ing Dis- likes likes % SE 
Item Boys liking Boys Boys Girls liking Girls Girls Diff Diff CR 
1 1657 215 12.98 2.3 1669 289 17.32 2.2 4.34 3.18 1.36 
2 1580 126 7.97 2.4 1586 111 7.00 2.4 .97 3.39 .29 
3 1598 725 45.37 1.8 1595 613 38.43 2.0 6.94 2.69 2 ,- 58 
4 1651 327 19.81 2.2 1640 351 21.40 2.2 1.59 3.11 .51 
5 1394 268 19.23 2.4 1373 150 10.92 2.6 8.31 3.53 2.54 
6 1660 196 11.81 2.2 1657 205 12.37 2.3 .56 3.18 1.76 
7 1629 504 30.94 2.1 1633 561 34.35 2.0 3.41 2.90 1.18 
8 1659 310 18.69 2.1 1650 279 16.91 2.2 1.78 3.04 • 59 
9 1687 201 16.93 2.6 1175 151 12.85 2.7 4.08 3.74 1.09 
10 1463 851 58.17 1.7 1489 749 50.30 1.8 7.87 2.47 3.19 
11 1659 154 9.28 2.3 1645 106 6.45 2.3 2.83 3.25 .87 
12 1049 319 30.41 2.6 1014 169 16.67 2.9 13 .• 74 3.89 3.53 
13 1575 667 42.35 1.9 1583 555 35 .. 06 2.0 7.29 2.75 2 .• 65 
14 1600 515 32.19 2.1 1628 540 33..17 2.0 .98 2.90 .38 
15 1499 335 22.35 2.3 1505 370 24 .. 58 2.3 2.23 3 .. 25 .. 69 
16 1588 43? 27.52 2.1 1609 507 31,50 2.1 3.98 2.96 1.34 
17 1638 681 41.58 1.9 1655 713 43.08 1.9 1.50 2 .. 68 .56 
18 1646 389 23.63 2.2 1623 432 26.62 2.1 2.99 3 .. 04 .98 
19 1047 218 20.82 2.8 10;1.7 202 19.86 2.8 .96 3.95 .24 
20 707 307 43.42 2.8 637 224 35.14 3.2 8.28 4.25 1.95 
21 1606 625 38.92 2.0 1632 769 47 .)..2 1.8 8.20 2.69 3.05 
22 1638 482 29.43 2.1 1651 421 25.50 2 .• 1 3..93 2.96 1.33 
23 1642 534 32.52 2.0 1651 614 37.19 1 .. 9 4 .. 67 2.75 1.70 
24 1661 709 42,.69 )..1"9 1655 751 45.38 1.8 2.69 2.60 1.03 
25 1660 215 12.95 2.3 1652 194 11.74 2.3 1.21 3.25 .37 
26 1498 149 9.95 2.5 1510 191 12.65 2.4 2.70 3.46 .78 
27 1646 224 13.61 2.3 1652 205 12.41 2.3 1.20 3.25 .37 
-, 28 1609 418 25.98 2.1 1626 481 29.58 2.1 3.60 2.96 1.22 
29 1643 1273 77.48 1.2 1651 1371 83.04 1.0 5.56 1.56 3. 56 
.... 30 1595 681 42.70 1.9 
' ' 
1601 538 33.60 2.,0 9.10 2.75 3.31 
31 988 220 22.27 2.8 959 129 13.45 2.0 8.82 4.10 2.51 
32 1098 342 31.15 2.5 1031 325 31.52 2.6 .37 3.61 .10 
33 738 98 13.28 3.4 7?9 137 18.05 3.3 4.77 4. 73 1.01 
34 1013 338 33.37 2.6 1004 214 21.31 2.8 12.06 3.94 3.06 
35 1300 147 11.31 2.6 1369 133 9.72 2.6 1.59 3.67 .43 
e 36 1441 483 33.52 2.2 1426 430 30.15 2.2 3.37 3.11 1.08 37 1294 380 29.37 2.3 1299 339 26.10 2.4 3.27 3.32 .98 38 1461 515 35.25 2.1 1456 526 36.13 2.1 .88 2.96 .30 
39 1490 728 48.86 1.9 1494 647 43.31 1.9 5.55 2.68 2.07 
40 1371 268 19.55 2.4 1351 246 18.21 2.4 1.34 3.39 .40 
41 1632 288 17.65 2.3 1640 360 21.95 2.2 4.30 3.18 1.35 
51. 
Table X shows a comparison of geography items disliked by boys with 
geography items disliked by girls. 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the boys over the girls. 
Item Number 
10 
12 
30 
34 
Oral reports 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using the index 
Dramatizations 
The per cent difference in the following listed items is statisti-
cally significant in favor of the girls over the boys. 
Item Number 
21 
29 
Study of surface and climate 
Too many tests 
The per cent difference between boys and girls in the following 
listed items is not statistically significant. 
Item Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
g 
9 
11 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
lg 
19 
20 
22 
23 
24 
Using maps 
Films 
Locating information 
Book interesting 
Working in groups 
Reading about distant places 
Locat,ing places on a globe 
Book difficult to read 
Preparing exhibits 
Learning about people in other lands 
Using table of contents 
Poor marks 
Drawing pictures 
Making various types of maps 
Difficulty of remembering what is read 
Geogranhy is uninteresting 
Making mura.ls 
Using workbooks 
Teacher method 
Study of manufacturing and products 
Reading lesson silently 
' 1: I ~.; •" ·, 
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Item Number 
25 
26 
27 
2S 
31 
32 
33 
35 
36 
37 
3S 
39 
40 
41 
Item 
-
Pictures in book informative 
Filmstrips 
Reading difficulty 
Class discussions 
Keeping a bulletjn board 
Making charts and granhs 
Field trips 
Resource visitors 
Outlining 
Planning activities 
Correlated current events 
Writing reports 
Supplementary books 
Using maps to solve problems 
52. 
53. 
The checklist items were also analyzed in three categories, content, 
method and activity, and certain critical ratios determined. In the 
analysis of the data the items v.rere grouped according to these categories 
and compared to show in which areas there was the greatest pupil prefer-
ence. 
Content, method and activity were considered to be possible factors 
having influence upon social studies preference of pupils. Those items 
which referred to subject matter were considered to be in the content 
category. Items which referred to the teachers' presentation of material 
in the classroom were considered to be method. Activity items were those 
which referred to pupil participation in classroom procedure. 
CONTENT 
History 
1. Study of people 
2. Study of explorers and $ettlers 
.4. Learning about discoveries 
7. Current events 
9. Reading about famous people 
10. Learning about inventions 
11. Study of wars 
13. Illustrations in text 
20. Development of countries 
25. Life in former times 
Geography 
4. Text interesting 
6. Reading about distant places 
11. Study of people in other lands 
18. Geography is uninteresting 
21. Study of surface and cl imate 
23. Study of manufacturing and prod~cts 
25. Piotures in text are informative 
METHOD 
History 
6. Too much time spent on one thing 
14. Taking tests 
17. Reading too much 
18. Too many tests 
28. Stories read by teacher 
30. Use of supplementary books 
31. Class discussions 
34. Teacher method 
36. Use of films 
38. Use of filmstrips 
43. Working on committees 
44. Pupil-teacher planning 
45. Self-evaluation 
_?eography 
2. Use of films 
5. Group work 
22. Routine procedure 
24. Reading lesson silently 
26. Use of filmstrips 
28. Class discussions 
29. Too many tests 
37. Planning activities 
40. Use of supplementary books 
ACTIVITIE3 
History 
8. Writing reports 
16. Finding answers in text 
19. Locating' infonnation 
21. Taking field trips 
22. Drawing pictures 
23. Answering questions 
24. Making things for exhibits and bulletin boards 
26. Writing stories 
27. Quiz programs 
32. Making booklets 
33. Keeping a news bulletin board 
37. Using table of contents 
39. Reading books 
40. Dramatizations 
4L Using index 
42. Making models 
46. Making time lines 
54. 
ACTIVITIES (Cont.) 
Geography 
1. Using maps 
3. Locating information 
9. Preparing exhibits 
10. Giving oral reports 
12. Making a booklet about countries 
13. Using table of contents 
15. Drawing pictures 
16, Making maps 
19 . Making murals 
20. Using workbooks 
30. Using index 
31. Keeping a bulletin board 
32. Making charts and graphs 
33. Taking field trips 
34. Dramatizations 
35. Listening to resource visitors 
36. Outlining 
38. Reporting news about countries 
39. Writing reports 
41. Using maps to solve problems 
TABLE XI 
COMPARISON OF LIKES OF BOYS AND GIRLS WHEN CHECKLIST ITEMS 
IN HISTORY ARE CLASSIFIED AS CONTENT, METHOD OR ACTIVITY 
Number of Boys 1 % SE Girls' % S.E % 
Category Responses Likes Likes Likes Likes Likes Likes Diff 
Content 32409 14570 44.96 0.4 14029 43.29 Or4 1.67 
Method 38622 15349 39.74 0.4 15902 41.17 0.4 1.43 
Activity 45043 15147 33.63 0.4 15799 35.05 0.4 1..42 
SE 
Diff 
.57 
.57 
.57 
Table XI shows a comparison of the likes of boys and the likes of 
55. 
CR 
2.93 
2.51 
2.49 
girls for history in each of the three categories, namely, content, method 
and activity. 
The per cent differences in each instance indicate that no category 
is favored by either boys or girls to a degree that is statistically sig-
nificant, although very definite trends show that boys prefer content 
over girls, while girls prefer method and activity over boys. 
-56. 
TABLE XII 
COMPARISON OF LIKES OF BOYS AND GIRLS WHEN CHECKLIST ITEMS 
IN GEOGRAPHY A}t.E CLASSIFIED AS CONTENT, MEI'HOD OR ACTIVITY 
Nmnber of Boys 1 % SE Girls' % SE % SE 
Category Responses Likes Likes Likes Likes Likes Likes Diff Diff CR 
Content 23024 9084 39.45 0.5 8829 38.34 0.5 1.11 .71 1.56 
Method 27390 10518 38.77 0.5 10732 39.10 0.5 .33 .71 .46 
Activity 52158 18011 34.53 0.4 18764 35.98 0.4 1.45 .57 2.54 
Table XII shows a comparison of the likes of boys and the likes of 
girls for geography in each of the three categories, namely, content, 
method and activity. 
The per cent difference in each instance indicates that no category 
is favored by either boys or girls to a degree that is statistically sig-
nificant except that there is a trend toward a preference for activity 
by girls over boys. 
The following two tables list in order of per cent those activities 
which pupils have not had the opportunity to try. 
TABLE XIII 
PER CENT OF 3298 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS WHO HAVE 
NEVER PARTICIPATED IN CERTAIN HISTORY ACTIVITIES 
Activity 
Making time lines 
Keeping a news bulletin board 
Making booklets 
Making models 
Taking field trips 
Dramatizations 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin boards 
Quiz programs 
Writing stories 
Drawing pictures 
Writing reports 
Locating information 
Using table of contents 
Using index 
Answering questions 
Finding answers in text 
Reading books 
Per Cent 
57.10 
36.06 
34.32 
33.06 
32.99 
32.00 
26.51 
18.51 
12.68 
9.28 
7.70 
6.48 
5.95 
4.76 
4.50 
1.23 
.80 
TABLE XIV 
PER GENT OF 3360 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GffilS WHO HAVE 
NEVER PARTICIPATED IN CERTAIN GEOGRAPHY ACTIVITIES 
Activity 
Using workbooks 
Taking field trips 
Keeping bulletin board 
Dramatizations 
Making a class booklet about countries 
Making murals 
Making charts and graphs 
Preparing exhibits 
Listening to resource visitors 
Outlining 
Reporting news about countries 
Giving oral reports 
Writing reports 
Drawing pictures 
Using table of contents 
Locating information 
Making maps 
Using index 
Using maps to solve problems 
Using maps 
Per Cent 
59.99 
55.21 
41.67 
39.63 
37.81 
37.?6 
36.03 
27.27 
24.99 
15.94 
12.59 
11.37 
10.47 
9.90 
5.13 
4.55 
4.34 
4.23 
1.99 
.78 
57. 
Although these items have been used in previous analyses, they were 
not classified under content, method or activity in the tables immediately 
preceding. 
Pupil obstacles are considered to mean those things which present 
a difficulty for the pupil. Even though they represent a pupil obstacle 
they would still signify a positive dislike. 
Number 
Respond-
ing 
3141 
3263 
3143 
3260 
3197 
3190 
Number 
Respond-
ing 
336) 
3309 
3228 
3293 
3328 
TABLE XV 
PER CENT OF 3298 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 
WHO HAVE PUPIL OBSTACLES IN HISTORY 
Obstacle 
for Num-
ber of 
Item Activity Pupils 
3 Remembering dates 1690 
5 History book hard to read 485 
12 Poor marks in history 951 
15 Too much to remember 1207 
29 Too much to cover 888 
35 Dislike for history because 
reading is hard 433 
TABLE XVI 
PER CENT OF 3360 SIXTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 
WHO HAVE PUPIL OBSTACLES IN GEOGRAPHY 
Obstacle 
for Num-
ber of 
Item Activity Pupils 
7 Difficulty in locating 
places on a globe 1065 
8 Book in goegraphy hard to 
read 589 
14 Poor marks in geography 1055 
17 Hard to remember what I read 1394 
27 Dislike for geography be-
cause reading is hard 429 
58. 
Per 
Cent 
53.80 
14.86 
30.26 
37.02 
27.78 
13.57 
Per 
Cent 
34.67 
17.80 
32.68 
42.33 
12.89 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Some previous studies had shown that children do not greatly prefer 
the social studies. The present investigation was concerned with dis-
covering why they feel as they do about social studies. Is it because 
the teaching methods are poor, the subject matter content uninteresting, 
the activities lacking in appeal? 
In an effort to find the answers to these questions checklists were 
constructed containing items concerned with method, content, pupil ob-
stacles and activities in both history and geography. These were aUminis-
tered to 3360 sixth grade pupils in ten cities and towns. 
The data collected from the tabulation of these checklists were ana-
lyzed. From this analysis certain findings were revealed. All the con-
eluding statements of this study were ~tatistically significant as de-
termined by critical ratio. 
The analysis shows that there was no statistically significant 
difference between boys and girls regarding likes for content, method or 
activities in either history or geography. 
In the analysis of items in the history content area the likes of 
all respondents over the dislikes were statistically significant in the 
following ten items in that category. 
Study of people 
Study of explorers and settlers 
Learning about discoveries 
Current events 
Reading about famous people 
' 
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Learning about inventions 
Study of wars 
Illustrations in text 
Development of countries 
Life in former times 
60. 
Boys favored significantly over the girls the following content items: 
Study of people 
Learning about discoveries 
Learning about inventions 
However, no item in the content area was significantly favored by 
girJ_s over boys. Conversely, there was nothing in this area .that vms 
significantly disliked by boys. The only significant dislike of the girls 
was for 11 a study of wars. 11 
In the analysis of the geography content area all respondents sig-
nificantly favored the following six items: 
Text interesting 
Reading about distant places 
Study of people in other lands 
Study of surface and climate 
Study of manufacturing and products 
Pictures in text informative 
There were no geography content items which were significantly liked 
by boys more than girls, or vice-versa. 
In the analysis of items in the history method area it was found 
that all respondents significantly liked the following ten items: 
Taking tests 
Stories read by teacher 
Use of supnlementary books 
Class discussions 
Teac rer method 
Use of films 
Use of filmstrips 
Working on committees 
Pupil-teacher planning 
Self-evaluation 
61. 
Boys favored significantly over the girls the following method item: 
Study of wars 
Girls favored significantly over the boys the following five method 
items: 
Teacher method 
Use of filmstrips 
Working on committees 
Pupil-teacher planning 
Self-evaluation 
The significant dislikes in the method category were for the follow-
ing three items: 
Too much time spent on one thing 
Reading too much 
Too many tests 
In the geography method area the total population significantly 
favored the following eight items: 
Use of films 
Group work 
Teacher method 
Reading lesson silently 
Use of filmstrips 
Class discussions 
Planning activities 
Use of supolementary books 
The only item significantly disliked by the total population was 
"too many tests." 
62. 
The single item showing a significant preference for geography meth-
od was a preference of girls over boys for "group work." 
In the analysis of the likes and dislikes of the history activities 
area for the entire population the following fifteen items were signi-
ficantly favored: 
Finding the answers in text 
Locating information 
Taking field trips 
Drawing pictures 
Answering questions 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin boards 
Quiz programs 
Making booklets 
Making a news bulletin board 
Using table of contents 
Reading books 
Dramatizations 
Using index 
Making models 
Making time lines 
63. 
Boys favored significantly over the girls the following two activity 
items: 
Making things for exhibits and bulletin boards 
Making models 
Girls favored significantly over boys the following five activity 
items: 
Writing reports 
Locating information in text 
Making booklets 
Using table of contents 
Using index 
Boys disliked significantly over girls the following five activity 
items: 
Writing reports 
Locating information in text 
~aking booklets 
Using table of contents 
Using index 
There were no history activities significantly disliked by the girls. 
In each instance those activities significantly liked by the girls were 
significantly disliked by the boys. 
In the geography activity area the total population significantly 
favored the following nineteen items: 
Using maps 
Locating information 
Preparing exhibits 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using t able of contents 
Drawing pictures 
Making maps 
Making murals 
Using workbooks 
Using index • 
Keeping a bulletin boA.rd 
Hl'tking charts and gr aphs 
TGking field trips 
Dramatizations 
Listening to resource visitors 
Outlining 
Reporting news about countries 
Writing r eports 
Using m!'l.ps to solve problems 
Boys f avored significantly over girls the following two activity 
items: 
Using maps 
Prepco.ring exhibits 
Girls f avored significantly over boys the following six activity 
items: 
Locating information 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using t able of contents 
Using index 
Keeping P. bulletin board 
Dramatizations 
64. 
65. 
The girls showed no significant dislike for activity items in 
geography. However, boys as compared to girls disliked significantly 
the following four items: 
Oral reports 
Making a booklet about countries 
Using index 
Dramatizations 
There were exactly five items on the history and geography check-
lists in which there were any significant differences between boys and 
girls in their likes. They were: 
History 
Item 
Study of wars 
Locating information in text 
~1aking booklets 
Using index 
Geography 
Making a booklet about countries 
Dramatizations 
Favored by 
Boys 
Girls 
Girls 
Girls 
Girls 
Girls 
Again, t he only item in which there was any significant difference 
in boys' and girls' dislikes was a dislike by girls for the 11 study of 
wars.•• 
ImPlications ~ the study. It would seem apparent that many 
activities have been neglected while others have been used repeatedly. 
It may be possible that activities have not satisfied a need for under-
standing of content. In order for the child to gain understanding he 
must see a purpose for the activity. When this is r ealized, the child 
·~11 gain power. Activities should become a more integral part of all 
tee.ching. 
66. 
Outstanding among the neglected activities appears to be the 
teaching of time and place concepts. The importance of ~n understanding 
of these concepts would indicate a. need for greater concentration on 
this phase of learning. 
Another A.Pparent disregard in the activities is the use of community 
resources. Since real learning takes plA.ce from contact with the actual 
situation, community resources should be utilized in every possible 
situation. 
It could be questioned whether the teacher's personality has an in-
fluence on the shaping of children's preferences. A little ingenuity in 
presenting material could mean the difference between understandings and 
misconceptions. 
Possibly the results of the study may suggest ways in which the 
social 3tudies curriculum can better meet the needs and desires of chil-
dren. It is hoped that it will focus more attention upon the unfavorable 
attitude toward ~ocial studies and will result in further research on the 
part of others who are deeply concerned with the problem. 
67. 
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